
Ststion reopeninq
compoign tokes dff
teo Bridge station on the line

be$een Sffiford ond Toftenhgm

Hole moy dse ogoin. Closed since

JUU 1985, it is nor the futus of o
gmwing complign for eopening.

The context is improving occess

between Wqlthom Forest ond
Strstford wiih the new Westfield
centrq ond the prospect of improved

Leo Volley line services in just five
yeors'time.

Network Rsil's London I South

Eost Route tltilisotion Strotegy, just

published, identifies the cleor ond
pressing need for infrostructure in-
vestment to increose trock copocity
in the Leo Volley north from Strotford

snd Tottenhsm Hsle for extrs locol

troin services to meet rising demond.
ln the wske of London's riots there
is odditionslfunding ovoiloble to
support economic regenerotion in

the Tottenhom ond Enfield qreos.

Specificolly, the Strotford City devel-

opment genercted Section 106
funds for'the Chingford Link Project'
which csn include reopening Leo

Bridge stotion, ond the opproxF
motely f 5m apporently ovoiloble
moy be near enough to do the

iob.
All these foctors combine to

generote o gothering groundswell

of support for o probobly unique
opportunity to fill o gop in Wolthsm
Forest's occess to roil tronsport. An

brc of occess' olreody exists from
Leyton tube stotion to the eost to
Blockhorse Rosd tube snd moinline
siotlons to the north, vio Leyton-

stone ond Leytonstone High Rood,

Leyton Midlond Rood, Wolthcmstow
Centrol qnd Queen's Roqd, Wood
Street, ond St Jsmes Street stotions.

Three very high frequenry bus services

olong Leo Bridge Rood 148/55156t
extend the wslk-up cotchment oreo
of the reopened stution further into
the Clopton areo of Hockney ond
the Whipps Cross ores of Wolthom
Forest.

Controstingly, bus link between
Wolthomstow snd either Strstford
or Tottenhom Hqle qre limited qnd

slow, qnd links from Clopton to
those two key destinotions ond

interchonges sre no better. Users

of bus routes 69.158, 230, ond
257 will besr witness. Future iour-
ney times to Strotford and Totten-
hom Hole from the cotchment of
the
reopened Leo Bridge stotion would
be hqhed. From this December's
timetoble chonge the Mondoy-Sot-
urdoy servicg the service likely to
greet o reopened stotion, will be-

come two troins per hour cll doY

rstherthsn the present weekday
peok hours only with just on hourly
service ot oll other times. Then with
o four troins per hour ovoiloble ot
the reopened stotion in the relstive-
ly neorfuture, on ottroctive proposi-

tion develops for residents snd busF

nesses in the oreu cs well os visitors
to it.

The tosks oheod now include
developing q detoiled und credible
prospectus for the stotion reopen-
ing, ond to convince the 'movers

ond shokers'thqt now is the time to
grosp the opportunity of o combino-
tion of fovouroble circumstonces to
moke this hoppen. Some hove

dored to suggest thot 20'14 is o

workoble torget dste for the
reopening of Leo Bridge station.
Roger Bloke
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