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ON TRACK FOR THE 21°" CENTURY:
A DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE RAILWAYS OF WALES AND THE BORDERS

Railfuture Cymru/Wales calls on Assembly election candidates to push for
radical improvements to Welsh rail services.

What is Railfuture Cymru?

Railfuture is the UK's leading independent organisation campaigning for better rail services for passengers and
freight. Railfuture is a voluntary group representing rail users, with 20,000 affiliated and individual members.
It is not affiliated to or funded by train companies, political parties or trade unions, and uses one-member
one-vote democracy. Railfuture Cymru is an autonomous branch within Railfuture which seeks to improve rail
services within Wales.

Railfuture believes in a greater role for rail in modern day Wales for the following reasons:

*  Within and between towns and cities, rail has the potential to move large numbers of people more
quickly and with less pollution being created than the road based alternatives

* In the countryside, passengers and freight on rail are less likely to cause damage to the environment
than vehicles on local roads.

* In the longer term, use of rail will help Wales meet its targets towards reduced carbon emissions
thereby helping the country meet its worthwhile but challenging targets on climate change.

Above all, rail can play a major part in helping Wales become a more sustainable economy and society.



What is the Wales Development Plan?

The Railfuture Wales Development Plan sets out a comprehensive vision as to how the rail network in Wales
could play a more important role in the daily lives of the Welsh people, thereby improving the quality of life
for individuals and giving a welcome boost to business and the economy.

The third edition of the Development Plan [2013] provides suggestions and ideas for improvements to the
rail network and services to enable it to better serve the Welsh economy and society.
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Image of new high speed electric train to run between South Wales and London.

The plan’s proposals include both readily achievable ideas which can be implemented relatively quickly
without significant expenditure, and more visionary suggestions which could be achieved in the longer term.

The plan contains proposals specific to a locality such as potential new stations through to ideas which would
affect rail users across Wales, e.g. on tickets and making connections during travel. It also considers the
relationship between the companies responsible for Welsh railways and the Welsh Government.

This note provides a flavour of the policies and proposals in the Wales Development Plan. Having
whetted your appetite, we hope you will wish to read them in more detail. The complete plan can be
seen at www.railfuture.org.uk/d1702

Please refer to the Development Plan when considering the future role of rail in Wales in the run up to the
2016 Assembly elections.



PROPOSALS

Passenger Services

In order to attract new users to the railway and away from private cars, the following criteria are suggested:

*

A service frequency of no less than two hours on all routes with higher frequency services in the more
populated areas.

‘Clock face’ timetabling; i.e. Departure times are at the same minutes past the hour throughout the
day

Better integration with other public transport modes such as buses. This should include
comprehensive facilities for through ticketing.

Improved connectivity with other parts of the UK by the provision of more through services to
destinations in regions such as northern England

A maximum wait time of 15 minutes when a change of train is required. Guidelines are suggested on
ensuring passengers make connections when services are running late.

All stations should provide minimum facilities: notice boards, covered waiting accommodation, real
time running information with speakers providing opportunities for announcements from a control
centre, a means to call the control centre, cycle parking and access for disabled passengers.
Interchange stations (rail to rail or rail to bus) should in addition provide a member of staff on duty
during hours when passengers are changing services, toilets and basic refreshment facilities (vending
machine).

On train standards: carriage interiors must be clean and provide functioning toilets. Announcements
from staff should be clear and audible and provide information on connections at forthcoming stops.
Refreshments should be available on services over two hours duration.




Routes and stations

The Wales Development Plan contains proposals for improved services on existing lines and new stations and
routes across Wales. Highlights include:

* South and West Wales: the existing hourly Nottingham to Cardiff via Birmingham service should
run through to West Wales providing people along the M4/A48 corridor with an attractive
through service to and from the Midlands.

* Ebbw Vale and Maesteg branches should have a 30 minute service (rather than hourly as at
present).

* Bangor to Chester north coast route should have a half hourly service.

* Wrexham to Shotton (Bidston) service should be half hourly with an easier interchange between
this line and the North Wales coast route at Shotton.

* The Heart of Wales line (Swansea to Shrewsbury) should have a two hourly service with additional
trains between Ammanford and Swansea.

* Proposals for light rail (tram) networks in Cardiff/Newport, Bridgend and Swansea.

* Introduction of regular passenger services on the Llanelli/Pontarddulais/Port Talbot goods line
with a new station at Morriston near junction 45 on the M4.

Freight Services

The recent Welsh Government grant aided timber facility at Chirk is welcome. Further freight terminals
should be provided at ports around the Welsh coast. Mini terminals to transfer goods from rail to road can be
provided at relatively low cost and should be established at suitable locations around Wales.

Electrification

The decision to electrify the main line from London through Cardiff to Swansea and lines in the South Wales
valleys is welcome. However, the Development Plan calls for more routes within Wales to be electrified
starting with the North Wales main line from Crewe to Holyhead which would provide quicker journey times
along this key corridor and on to Manchester and London.

Ownership and Operation of Welsh Railways

The Development Plan rejects the current structure of rail operation in Wales with the involvement of many
companies functioning within a regulatory framework which is costly to operate. The plan calls for a simpler
system, more directly accountable to the Welsh Government, and with both track and train services managed
by a not for dividend body appointed by the government.

For more information:

Contact John Rogers: john.rogers@railfuturewales.org.uk or Rowland Pittard
rowland.pittard @railfuturewales.org.uk
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