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RUG Awards Judging Panel
Comprising these Railfuture Vice Presidents:

In his 23 October 2017 “Informed Sources” column, Modern Railways contributor Roger Ford wrote:

“Honorary Vice-President of Railfuture is not exactly an onerous role. My main contribution is to sit on

the judging panel for the annual awards, which gives me a useful insight into the grass roots railway.

“This year, the VPs were asked to go out and visit an entry on the ground. As Hadley Wood is just 

down the line I popped over to meet the local group organiser who showed me round the station. This 

was a real eye-opener and may well provide material for this column.

“Judging for the Railfuture awards is a convivial occasion, although the judging is taken very seriously. 

It will be interesting to hear how the other VPs got on with their visits."
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RUG Awards 2017 Presentation

 Six awards

 Nine winners

 Four commendations

Presentation by

Christian Wolmar

Railfuture Honorary President
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RUG Awards 2017:  1 - Best newsletter

 Joint Gold Awards
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Best Newsletter:  Joint Gold Award

Friends of the Far North Line

www.fofnl.org.uk/

Judges' comments: Exceptionally accessible 

and well formed. Engaged the needs of the 

reader with a thorough review of issues of 

interest; worth reading even for those not 

interested in the Far North Line. Good 

aesthetics and content, well balanced 

between information and digestibility.
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http://www.fofnl.org.uk/


Best Newsletter:  Joint Gold Award

Tarka Rail Association magazine 

www.tarkarail.org/

Judges' comments: Good coverage 

of what's happening, especially for 

enthusing members and supporters
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http://www.tarkarail.org/


RUG Awards 2017:  2 - Best website

 A Commendation

 Silver Award

Gold Award
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Best Website:  Commendation
SENRUG - South East

Northumberland Rail

User Group
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www.senrug.co.uk

http://www.senrug.co.uk/


Best Website:  Silver Award
Marlow-Maidenhead 
Passengers' Association
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Judges’ comment: The site is 

strategic, going well beyond basic 

travel information and seeks to 

inform and promote both current 

and future rail developments in 

the wider area. It's easy to use 

and very current.

www.mmpa.org.uk/

http://www.mmpa.org.uk/


Best Website:  Gold Award

Stourbridge Line

User Group (SLUG)
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www.stourbridgelineusergroup.info

Judges’ comment: The sheer volume 

of information is impressive, and the 

content is also very helpful - as was 

found on the Vice-Presidential visit!

http://www.stourbridgelineusergroup.info/


RUG Awards 2017:  3 - The Oliver Lovell Award

In memory of the founder of the Cotswold 

Line Promotion Group who died in 2013

Best New Rail User Group: 

 A Commendation

One Award
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New Group:  Commendation

Hadley Wood Rail User Group Rail
www.hadleywood.org.uk/rail-user-group.html
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“Hadley Wood Rail User Group was 

founded in 2015 to campaign for step-

free access to the station, which was built 

in 1885 with over 30 stairs to the 

platforms.

“It brings together residents and 

travellers with an interest in improving the 

station, and provides a focus for our 

communications with the train operating 

company, Great Northern”.

http://www.hadleywood.org.uk/rail-user-group.html


Best New Group:  The Oliver Lovell Award

Chinley & Buxworth Transport Group

www.chinleyca.org.uk/clubs-societies-groups/chinley-buxworth-transport-group
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http://www.chinleyca.org.uk/clubs-societies-groups/chinley-buxworth-transport-group


RUG Awards 2017:  4 - Best campaign

 Two Commendations
both focusing on station accessibility

 Silver Award

Gold Award
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Best Campaign – Commendation 1

Chesham & District Transport Users' Group
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Campaign for Step-Free Access (SFA) at Amersham Station, begun 2009. 

TfL/London Underground confirmed SFA for this Metropolitan Line station in 

June 2017 from £200m investment scheme announced in December 2016.

CDTUG: “We’re absolutely delighted to hear today’s announcement after so 

many years of hard work. At times we thought it would never happen, but our 

efforts have been rewarded. This represents the pinnacle of what Chesham 

TUG has achieved to date and it will spur us on to achieve even more 

improvements for users of our local transport services over the coming years.”

www.cdtug.org

http://www.chinleyca.org.uk/


Best Campaign – Commendation 2

Chinley & Buxworth Transport Group
www.chinleyca.org.uk

Leicester 2017 – Autumn conference

Only access to the platforms is via an overbridge with steep steps. Campaign to 

provide easy access to platforms had garnered cross-party support from the 

local MP, County, Borough and Parish Councillors. They sent detailed 

submission to Northern's CEO. Not succeeded yet but continuing the campaign.

http://www.chinleyca.org.uk/


Best Campaign – Silver Award

Hadley Wood Rail User Group 
www.hadleywood.org.uk/railway.html
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Judges' comment: 

Doing the basics 

no-one else is 

doing, still with 

work to do but 

effective in delivery

Photo: www.hadleywood.org.uk/newsletters

http://www.hadleywood.org.uk/railway.html


Best Campaign – Gold Award

Melksham Rail User Group 

www.mrug.org.uk
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Produced superb tri-fold leaflet about 

Melksham station and the rail services.

Judges' comment: very good at stakeholder 

engagement, funded by GWR to deliver for 

them, very pro-active with short-term practical 

delivery for passengers e.g. combined rail 

and bus pocket timetable, and longer-term 

vision, not just a wish-list.

http://www.mrug.org.uk/


RUG Awards 2017:  5 - Best campaigner

The Clara Zilahi Award

In memory of a stalwart Railfuture 

campaigner who died in 2013

One Award
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Best Campaigner

Francesca Caine
Founder and Chair,

Hadley Wood Rail User Group
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Campaigning activity – lobbying GTR:

• Case for step free access at Hadley 

Wood Station

• Case for reversing the timetable cuts 

proposed in the initial 2018 Timetable 

Consultation for GTR routes

• Producing programme for the 

Celebratory Opening of the new Step 

Free Access



RUG Awards 2017:  6 - Judges’ Special Award

One Award
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Judges’ Special Award - The New Stations Fund

 www.railfuture.org.uk/New+stations

 www.networkrail.co.uk/communities/passengers/station-

improvements/new-stations-fund/

Judges' comments: 10 new 

stations for tomorrow's new 

passengers - and Rail User 

Groups! Bringing rail services 

closer to communities.“

Ilkeston station (pictured) on 

opening day, 2 April 2017'
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http://www.railfuture.org.uk/New+stations
https://www.networkrail.co.uk/communities/passengers/station-improvements/new-stations-fund/


RUG Awards 2017

 Congratulations to all winners

 Slides for all years are available at 

www.railfuture.org.uk/RUG+Awards

Why not nominate your own RUG next year?
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http://www.railfuture.org.uk/RUG+Awards

