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Restoring Your Railway

⚫ The Department for 

Transport programme 

works with councils to 

help support left-

behind communities. 

⚫ Investment targeted at 

regenerating local 

economies.

⚫ Cut down on car 

emissions and ease 

local road congestion.

⚫ Supporting new 

housing developments 

and boosting tourism.

⚫ Opening up jobs and 

education.

Government's stated objectives



Why Bideford?
⚫ A ‘Greater Bideford’ resident 

population of over 30k, 

growing recently by 3k per 

decade, the largest shortfall in 

rail connectivity in all Devon.

⚫ That number doubles up to 

60,000 people in the 

summertime! 

⚫ Fremington Parish has over 

12,000 parishioners - enough 

to justify a railway station

⚫ local transport network now: 

congested, no realistic prospect 

of capacity growth

⚫ Sustainable access for visitors

⚫ A and B Roads: often slow and unpredictable journeys whether by 

car or bus

⚫ In line with central government's Carbon Neutral targets

⚫ Access for all further and higher education students

⚫ Tremendous employment opportunities

⚫ Gives Torridge district and North Devon council leverage on 

location of new housing developments.



Devon County Council's Bideford to Barnstaple railway 
safeguarding

⚫ In 1999, DCC, TDC and 

NDDC paid a team to carry out 

a feasibility study (the 

Maunsell Report).  The report 

stated that the Barnstaple A361 

bypass was to be constructed 

with enough height clearance 

for a future railway.  

⚫ Report stated the route may 

become needed in the future.





Defining and protecting a route –
Two multi-modal sustainable transport choices co-existing 
in harmony

Granite Way, Okehampton Exe trail, Exmouth



Bideford, the largest
Town without a railway
station in the whole of 
Devon!

Bideford and Fremington, 
reliant on a passenger 
bus service

Journey times 
Unpredictable in reaching 
Barnstaple!











⚫ People and Place' project, the new joint Local Plan   

⚫ 1.  North Devon Council and Torridge District Council now support 

the Bideford railway and await the initial business case findings.

⚫ 2. As well as a new rail link, where will the line run?

For Bideford to re-join the national rail network, the new joint Local Plan 

for Torridge and North Devon needs to have a policy commitment to 

define and protect a route. 

⚫ 3. It will then become a matter for future public and stakeholder 

consultations, and can gather more widespread support. 



Next steps

⚫ We are securing funding for an independent 

specialist advisor to produce an Initial 

Business Case for the project.

⚫ Railfuture and Tarka Rail Association have 

now part funded the report.  In addition, TRA 

have applied to GWR’s Community Fund for 

additional support.



Presentation by Tim Steer
Tarka Rail Association Committee and ACE Rail lead
Director of Bideford Railway Heritage Centre

Thank you for listening
ACE Rail is a campaign of Tarka Rail Association, 
Supported by North Devon and
Torridge District Councils, 
Bideford Town Council and 
Tawstock Parish Council,
North Devon and Torridge MPs
Devon County's lead on transport
OkeRail and Railfuture


