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A Network Rail strategy sets out a six-stage approach to eliminating diesel trains

-.fIY i, rorJ.r cetolhe
rarlway. Network Rai's Traction
Decarbonisation Net\,voIk Strategy
(TDNS). publlshecl in 2020, set out
h gh evel ambtttons for a malor
electrification progliantnie, bLtt s nce
then NR has continued its work
and is now beginn ng to break
th s clown at a reglona eve.

Wa es ancl Western Req; on
has proclLrcecl its orn Regiona
Tractior DecarDonlsatron StrateqV,

clatecl Fobrrary 2a22 t:ld
obtar ned by 1,4 ocl e r rt Ror/woys. The

stfaiegy identifies srx'tranches' of
clecarbonisation schenres, starl ng

\. -, -daf6 edaeq enLSOl

the Great Westem Electr fication

Progranrnre (G\,VEP) and lrr b-oad
'ort, O.it 1..-'.., .. .,1
nes ancl roLrles !'/ith hea,,y fr-eiqht

Lrse prioritisecl. Tlris secluence
\,vas idertrfl(.rcl basecl on th-.
decarbonisation benefits (renroval

of dlesel nriles. passenger nrpact,

dependency on decarbonis ng
other routes ancl diversionary
route capab lty) ancl dep oynrent
efficiencles (rollinq stock. siglall ng

ancl avaiiab ity of ltower sLrpply).

HENDYTAIL
Tranche 0 covers the so called
'Hendy ta ' the schemes
removed from GWEP following
the rev er,v of the Contro Period
5 enhancements programme by
Network Rail Chair S r Peter Hendy.

The strategy Iotes that
electriflcatlon ftonr Chlppenhanr
to Br sto caf Lrti tse spare
capacity rn the feeder station at

Thingley and cou d cutjourney
times by up to 2.5 minutes. On
Filton bank (Bristo Parkwayto
Temp e lVeads), the potentia for
South Wa es to Brlstol EMUs s
noted, as are the environmental
benefits of decarbo11 satron

rn an urban sed area.

Wlring Dldcot to Oxforcl would
Del'Iitl^e ->'orctioIo' opp'tg

setuia:. :t:-..=.- l,::i: :-:
Lonc:- ..- :- ..:i::: ::. I :::::
to a c '. .-= ^i,:ar-r.tioi o: Ei,lUs.

Ther: . . :.'rcl arso be benef ts for

freig-: ri.cr n the e ectrificatlon
of tle :ariiage sid ngs at OxJord

for rse irv EMUs. A potential

extei's:cn to Hanborough on the

Nott- Cctsurold line is also mooted.
AcLor io Wi esden, meanwhiie.

covei: a nrissinq link'forfrelght
deca-i-roI sat on between the Great
Westerr af d West Coast main nes.

Dre ro the cJeve opment work
whiclr ,,'r.rs carried out on then-t

befcre they were cance led,

these schenres are described
d.'^ r, 'o'.,1'ti pO,r,e-.-tppl i,'

p ace and signa ing immuniseci

in read ness for electrification.

BERKSAND HANTS NEXT
Trarairr,r'l focuses prlf ari y on the
'/. o t, t l.- .r."

e e.iiif ..rt on has r-oached Br sto
Tenrpi+ [Veacls n Tranclre 0 anc]

folio\,r rll cr fronr the cur[eft extenr

of eiectrificatlon on the Berks and
lanrs roLrte as far as Newbury

Ber.efits clted ncllde the
:errlo\,'a ai.l esel frOnl LOndon to
Ereter sei-,,'i::s ,.,a either roUte

and the abr l, 10 o:lerate EMUS

on Bedwyn to Loncrcn services
(the origina lntention was to lse
bi-mode lntercity Express Trains

01 thoso, b-- row 'ro.T TTd'rs

operate as a DMU slruttle from
Bedwyn to Newbury with an EMU

or IET connect on from there).

But freight rs a so an mpoftant
component of Tranche 1, which
includes roLrtes serving the
Somerset quarrles at Merehead
and Whatley, with the strategy
high ightlng that long, heaq/
fteight trains mlx with passenger
services, with a switch to electric
haLrlagle offering significant
peformance benefts.

Thls tranche inclLtdes two
cther sect ons. Bdthampton and
Th ngley..lunction to Westbury /
Warmrnstel which the strateely
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Suitable for alternation traction?

Nos 150238/249 pass Carbis Bay
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