
Best Social Media: Gold Award
Tarka Rail Association TRA
www.facebook.com/groups/668581650853795 [TRA]
www.facebook.com/groups/950297745918116 [ACE]

Judges' comments:

“Frequent postings and good 
interactions with users and local 
stakeholders, one supporting use 
and development of the existing 
Tarka Line and its stations, and the 
other supporting the Bideford 
extension campaign - and future rail 
users - with plenty of positive 
coverage of Railfuture's support and 
publications, too!”

Annual General Meeting 2023 London

http://www.facebook.com/groups/668581650853795
https://www.facebook.com/groups/950297745918116


Best Campaigner: Joint Gold Awards
Barbara Mine, Friends of Bishopstone Station
Tim Steer, ACE Rail campaign (Atlantic Coast-Exeter Railway)

Judges' comments: “Tim (above) has proven to be an inspiring mobiliser of 
engagement and support across a wide spectrum of local organisations for what 
started as a one-man campaign, since adopted by the 1977-established Tarka Rail 
Association.  Barbara (right) has been the driving force of FoBS, has networked 
superbly, seen the community hub opened by the Lord Lieutenant of Sussex, 
developed a sustainable financial model for the CIC, and been rewarded as a 1 in 500 
'Coronation Champion' - a role model for any rail-related community project.”

Annual General Meeting 2023 London



Best Campaign: Bronze Award

Tarka Rail Association's ACE Rail campaign

Judges’ comment: “For a re-opening campaign starting from nothing two years ago, initially led by 
someone with no previous experience doing this, the campaign has come a remarkably long way, 
building up an admirable breadth of public and stakeholder support, in a remarkably short time.  

It's still early days but many foundations for future success are already laid.”

Annual General Meeting 2023 London

“Enthusiasts vision for 

trains from the Torridge area 
through Crediton” 

news story in Crediton Courier 
on 1 April 2023.

Photo caption: “Tim Steer, 

Dr Michael Ireland and 

David Northey with the 

big poster, one of which 

is at Crediton.”

(photo taken at former Bideford 
station, now Heritage Centre)



Atlantic Coast Exeter Railway

ACE Rail
Presentation on behalf of 

15.7.23

The national 

Rail User Group awards



August 2022 Torridge and West Devon MP meets local 
councillors, Tarka Rail Association and GWR to support 

ACE Rail. 



October 2022.  A project to develop the case for an extension and upgrade of 

the Tarka Line has received a £6,500 grant from Great Western Railway.

Roger Blake confirms Railfuture’s £5,500 fighting fund to the Business Case.
 



GWR MD Mark Hopwood CBE visits Barnstaple 



December 2022



January 2023 – House of Commons Transport Committee – Rural connectivity

Mark Hopwood CBE mentions his visit to Barnstaple



January 2023 Restoring Your Railway fund – Westminster Hall debate

The North Devon MP speaks on Tarka Rail Association’s behalf. 



Crediton railway station

Bideford, Barnstaple and Crediton town councils support ACE Rail



March 2023 ITV West Country ACE Rail interview

The 60th anniversary of the Beeching report



May 2023 GWR’s senior management return to meet with the Tarka Rail Association 
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