Campaign =
call toput s
Bideford §
"back on
track’

T

Early hristmas gifts for
hospital children's ward

FEORRETn

Wednesday, December 22, 2021

NORTHDEVON

Outstanding news for North Devon

Offering families in North Devon a

(E J‘;; FRIE NDSHIP & SO NS For the P ersonal professional and caring service 24 hours a day

FUNERAL DIRECTORS touches that matter B Ve aSl e
| 7 Newport Road, Newport, [Sa i FIPIA] o + Home Visiting Service
Barnstaple EX32 QBpG == e Golden Charter t « Funeral Plans

« Traditional & Bespoke Funerals
Tel: 01271 267337 (24 Hours) WWW. frlendshlpandsons co. uk + Direct Cremations form £1095.00

Top of theclass p7
for Christmas [ .

Happy New Year

Two North Devon JIM PARKER
primary schools are jim parker@
celebrating abumper clearskypublishing.couk

cuismaspresent | I

Picture: NIKITAIT

From all the team

Government

inspectors have Head teachers Rob att h e N ort h
delivered a 'good’ Norton, at High

pe_form_ance rating for Bickipgton, and Lucy Devo n Ga zette

Witheridge and High Ratcliffe, at

Bickington Witheridge, praised

Academies. the staff, children,
The accolodes are parents and governors

even more remarkable | for the team effort

as they come as the which has led to the

schools battle their 'fantastic' rating.

way through one of
the worst pandemics
in modern history. Full story: Page 4

LEVEL ACCESS SHOWERS SUPPLIED AND [NSTALLED

S Mgy (Fifthe

FROM ALL OF US AT DAYMONS
11 Market St, Barnstaple
@ www.linktr.ee/Daymons & 01271 343689

01237 473746

www.westcountrybathrooms.co.uk | Unit 1, Clovelly Rd, Industrial Est, EX39 3HN




Campaign
call to 'put
Bideford
backon
track’

TIM HERBERT

tim.herbert@archant.couk

A campaign is underway to improve
connectivity to Bideford through a more
prominent place in the national rail
network and support is coming in from
across the community.

'Restore Bideford to the national rail
network' was the call when Bideford’s
mayor David Ratcliff, Cllr Peter Christie
and Tim Steer, director of Bideford
Railway Heritage Centre, met OkeRail’s
Kevin Ball and Railfuture director Roger
Blake at Bideford Station.

The meeting was to discuss the next
steps for a Government "Restoring Your
Railway Fund" bid.

Mr Ball outlined the 14-year campaign by
OKkeRail which has culminated in the
recent successful return of a seven-day-a-
week passenger service between
Okehampton and Exeter under the
initiative.

Roger Blake gave excellent advice on
progressing studies to bring the railway
back to the area better than before.

Tim Steer ACErail lead and Bideford
Railway Heritage Centre director, said: “We
were able to show our VIPs presentations
on how the railway might look and
included a design that might build the new
railway on a sea defence, like that being
built at Dawlish.

“The whole Tarka Trail from Bideford to
Barnstaple is in danger of being under
water by 2030, so a sea defence with
integrated railway and active travel on top
would be an engineered solution.

“Inamed our railway line the Atlantic
Coast Express railway or simply ACErail.”

ACErail is the grouping of stakeholders
set up to campaign and progress a bid to
the Restoring Your Railway Fund.

Railfuture is Britain’s leading
independent organisation campaigning for
a bigger better railway.

It is a voluntary group representing rail
users, with 20,000 affiliated and individual
members.

Railfuture is not affiliated to or funded
by train companies, political parties or
trade unions.

OkeRail is a forum made up of
representatives from a variety of
stakeholders, and have campaigned for the
re-introduction of the passenger service
between Okehampton and Exeter.

With services now introduced, OkeRail
will continue to campaigning for continued
improvements with the service, the
construction of Okehampton Parkway
Station and the reinstatement of the
‘northern’ route to Plymouth via
Tavistock.

From left, OkeRail's
Kevin Ball, BRHC
director Tim Steer,
Railfuture director
Roger Blake, Mayor
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Mayoress Philippa
Ratcliff, with BRHC's
Steve Trowbridge, Karen
Harley, Spencer Taylor,
Andrew Toon with Clir
Peter Christie

Pictures: ACERAIL

starts instore
9am Dec 27th
online Dec 24th

Sofas £ Chare

MASSIVE TS e
SAVINGS | .Osoga— 'F' uvv‘:mav:;t
Throughout ‘
_the S‘rore

Vg

= tetrad
Sperporne CEy  Harrison (@)  ercol  pypnos  ioiad
p— &
| COLINS & RAYES Parker Knoll duniopilio TEMPGR
Open
Mon - Sat 9am - 5pm
T 01271 342578, A D FI E | D 10303und2y30
126 Boutport St, J0am - 4.30pm
Barnstaple, closed 23rd,24th,25th,26th &
www.padfields.com FURN Y O UR HOME New Years da

North Devon's LargesT Quality Furniture sftore



