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Picture courtesy of Steve Wright , branch committee member

But t he workods not

Following their presentation to Railfuture 6 ssuccessful and well attended
national conference in Birmingham in November 2012, Network Rail invited
the West Midlands branch committee to go behind the hoardings and see

what would face passengers T and what could be improved - when the first
phase of t he re -built Birmingham New Street station was opened to the
public. This was one of a series of events that the branch attended on behalf

of members during a busy 2013.

Dondt miss the West Midlands AGM" Aprl20B4 r mi ngh
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Railfuture  breaks new ground

Jerry Alderson , Railfuture director and former national vice
chairman, writes: this is my fourth and [probably] final Rail

West Midlands . | hope you enjoy it . | look forward to reading
the next edition under a new editor . The branch is  busy and
thriving but offers of a newsletter editor will be gr ateful ly

received. Please contact peter.hughes@railfuture.org.uk

Last year 0s b ataarcs lhaneA GMurch Centre in Birmingham) had
the best attendance for many years. | hope everyone will try to attend this

y e ar 0 Satuoday 12 th April at 10:30 (  same venue). After the close of the
AGM we have invited speakers from Birmingham City Council Transportation
Department to speak about the city Council's transport vision for the next 20

years as part of the Birmingham Action Mobility Plan. Y o u @lsol be able to
find out what the committee has been doing (such as its regular meetings
with Centro and behind -the -scenes visits to see Birmingham New Street

station and the new Midland Metro trams) and what it hopes to do in the
future . More active members will be welcomed b y the enthusiastic group.

At national level 2013 was even busier than 2012, especially responding to
more consultations  and issuing more press releases than ever before. | would

like to thank all members who answered our Have Your Say survey. This has
hel ped the Board identify some priorities. Here are our 15 key findings:

Heal any divisions, agree on policy, and communicate with one voice

Focus on specific issues where we have a chance of succeeding

Provide branches with the tools and skills to campaign effectively

Branches must engage their members - more open, local, well publicised meetings
Most members want to campaign, but they need to be mobilised, guided and led
Provision of access to the rail network is important to our members

We must not appear to be rail buffs or anoraks

Most successful recruitment method is via friends: give members recruiting materials
Potential members need to believe Railfuture will succeed/have evidence of success
We must become more relevant to rail users 1 not just knowledgeable rail supporters
The key rail issue to most people is lack of capacity (overcrowding, poor frequency)
Attracting rail users to join us requires local campaigns and targeted materials

We must engage the RUGS, colleges and universities

We should have a membership gift pack for members to give to friends and family

Railwatch needs a refresh and to be more positive.
More info at:  http://www.railfuture.org.uk/article1446 -Have - Your -Say

0% Sk 3k kX X X X X X X F

*

I hope that I ist fairly represents what vyou
done i mmedi ately but al | of the above are
working on some of them more than a year. An example is the expansion of

the www.railfuture.org.uk web -site to include detailed information for rail

travellers, such as how to find lower fares. Our Twitter account ( @Railfuture )
attracted many new followers in 2013. If youuse  Twitter please follow us.

We have just staged a very successfudodropeavent at Westn
raise our profile with politicians (MPs and Peers). The general election is just

over a year awheycanapaighingissgoddlyl for rail throughout Great

Britain. jerry.alderson@railfuture.org.uk

2 | Railfuture  West Midlands www.railfuture.org.uk March 2014 Newsletter


http://www.railfuture.org.uk/
mailto:peter.hughes@railfuture.org.uk
http://www.railfuture.org.uk/article1446-Have-Your-Say
http://www.railfuture.org.uk/
http://twitter.com/@Railfuture

RAILFUTURE AT NEW STREET J

Members of Railfuture 6 s We s t M ‘
branch were invited to a guided tour of
Birmingham New Street station a few
weeks before the first major phase opened
to the public on 28 ™ April . Members who
attended our national conference in
Birmingham in November 2012 would have
seen an impressive Network Rail video of

the ambitious (and very costly) plans i but 4

did reali ty live up to expectations? Busy on 14 " Sept 2013 (Jerry Alderson)

West Midlands committee member, Steve Wright , who attended the visit,

wrote up a report, which was endorsed by the committee. He says itreally is

rather impressive. This is a very modern building inside and out with a

unique polished steel facade, not toeveryoneds taste, but we

with Birminghamés aspirations for a 21st cen
Selfridges and the Bu Il Ring Shopping Centre.

ltés quite astonishing the work that was un:
before redevelopment could start i including removing most of the concrete
decks of the Palisades car park and demolition of Stephenson Tower i all
witho ut disrupting the train services or damaging the surrounding
neighbourhood. Equally impressive was conversion from the major building

site that we saw to (more -or-less) fully function ing station facilities in just
four weeks! Of course, not quite everyth ing was working 100% a s planned
T a couple of escalators were still being assembled i but the transition was
very well handled with hordes of staff to direct travellers to their required

area. The oversize hands were particularly effective. Web Iforgive Network
Rail and Mace for a few last  -minute glitches on a project of this magnitude.

So, nearly a year later, where are we now? There is considerably more
space above the platforms for circulation and travel -related shopping. In
fact almost too much, w ith three bridges across the tracks, two for access to

the platforms and one for general public access (which will eventually form

the west side of the atrium when phase 2 is complete). To the newcomer it

can be rather confusing. That means signing and t ravel information needs

to be ubiquitous, legible and comprehensible. And the developers have

made a pretty good effort here. However there are a few short -comings.
The scale of the new concourse makes some signs not sufficiently
conspicuous, especially  for exiting the station. The drop - off area outside the
station is particularly poor at signposting the way -in. It is most frustrating
when you can clearly see passengers waiting for trains in the departure -side

concourse through the emergency exits!

The provision of travel information is a bit mixed. The screens in the main
concourse and entrances, whilst clear and comprehensive in themselves, are

not all of them well located. For instance, once inside the main concourse

their location is not obvious and there are no screens near the north -end
(Stephenson Street) ticket barriers , apart from a temporary stand facing the
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east-side barrier . Some screens facing pedestrians moving along the new
concourse would improve this radically. On the other hand, the provision of
interactive touch -sensitive information screens is an excellent idea. More of

them would be even better!

»
| _J

. oy 'ﬂ N\

Photo by Steve Wright showing plenty of signs i
Initially there were no information screens at the bottom of B -end (west)
escalators, so that a traveller has to remember which platform they require.

Network Rail thought providing these would cause congestion at the bottom
of the escalators. However , they appear to have had second thoughts,

hopefully at least partly from our comments, as some platforms do now
have these and 1 we hope soon - all platforms will be so provided

The screens at the top of the new escalators can be confusing as they give
info rmation about t rains on both A and B platforms , even though this is not

at all a good route to A (east) platforms. Conversely, on the A platforms

access bridge (the old bridge) there is no information about the B platform

trains, even though these stairs and escalators give good access to trains on

B platforms.  The original screens which used to show information for the B -
platforms were initially still in situ, albeit unused, but have now been removed.

Access to the B platforms has been significantly improved with new
escalators up and down. However , even these are insufficient for peak hour
egress so that quite considerable congestion can build up at the bottom of

the escalators. The older provision of escalator up only and staircase, whilst

inconve nient for less -able passengers wishing to reach the platforms,
enabled exiting passengers to use either t he escalator or stairs. T he old

Navigation Street footbridge (which remains as an emergency exit ) may be
brought back into use as a means of exi ttot he new main concourse.
But not all is improvement. The closure of the original stairs to the A -end

platftorms and also the old lifts has worsened access to these platforms,
which can now only be reached from the original escalator/stairs for the B -
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platfor ms or a fairly lengthy walk from the new B -end escalators or lifts,
possibly through crowds of passengers waiting for or alighting from other

trains. This situation will exist until phase 2 of the re -development is
complete, so we have suggested a tempora ry remedy. At present almost all
through trains arriving from the Five Ways or Smethwick directions run

through the B platform and stop at the end of the A platform. If, where

possible, these trains stopped at the B ends, then passengers would have an

easier access to the lift and all the escalators and stairs on that platform.

We also have some apprehension about the ticketing facilities and wonder if

enough of the twelve desks will be manned to deal with the demand.

We had a meeting with Network Rail in September 2013 to discuss these
and one or two other issues and received a very sympatheti c hearing. They
themselves had spotted s ome of these short -comings and we re looking at
possible remedies. Our suggestions have gone to them to add to their cases

for further improvements.

Notwithstanding these criticisms , this is already a far, far better station than
its predecessor, with better access to the city centre, more spacious

circulation and better and brighter facilities. It will be truly world class when
the whole redevelopment is complete - we are now eagerly looking forward
to this and will report in detail in a future Rail West Midlands  newsletter .

e _

Reflections from construction site barriers and boll ards

| f you havenot been there already we recomr
New Street you spend a few minutes wandering around and observing the

pluses (and minuses) for yourself. One major enhancement, at least to us

train watchers, is the new walkway to Moo r Street Station providing an

uninterrupted view of all train movements in and out of the east end of the

station.
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West Midlands Branch Cross Country Liaisons J

Following a decision of the Railfuture board, the posts of TO C Liaison

Officers was set up early 2013 to co -ordinate communications between

Railfuture  Groups and each train operating company, reporting to the re-

launched Rf Passenger Group. Steve Wright from the West Midlands Group

committee volunteered to liaise w ith Cross Cou ntry Trains, being a life  -long

observer and user of these services. Being a Birmingham resident put him in

a good position to perform this role. He has met and communicated with

XCdés Public Relations Manager, Ri andhamd hds Gi bs o
established good relations and discussed a wide range of topics, including

especially the much disliked te n-minute reservations process.

This topic is on -going and Steve would welcome details of any negative (or
positive) experiences with this facility, particularly instances where a
passenger has been required to give up their seat because of one of these

last minute reservations. Contact him at  steve.wright@railfuture.org.uk

William Whiting is  Railfuture Liaison Officer for London Midland Trains. He
will attend the London Midland stakeholder meeting s on our behalf.

West Midlands Branch AGM 2014 J

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the West Midlands

branch of Railfuture will be held in the Bertha Wright room at Carrs Lane
Church Centre , Birmingham, B4 7SX (clo se to Moor Street station) at 10:30

on Saturday 12th April 2014.

ELECTIONS TO THE BRANCH COMMITTEE

The committee is vital to the running of the branch. We have a very friendly

group of people who care about the railway in the West Midlands but would

appreciate  some new members who have something to contribute,

particularly younger people, women and thos e from ethnic minorities. You

do not need to be an expert on the railways, finance, or management. You

do need enthusiasm, willingness to help, a friendly nature and hopefully

have a sense of humour. Committee members give up at least two hours

each month to attend meetings. In addition there may be meetings with the

rail i ndustry and | ocal authorities and i nvi

All details about the elections, whether there are more candidates than

places will be posted on the West midland s page on the national web  -site:
http://www.railfuture.org.uk/West+Midlands+Branch

E- MAIL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE BRANCH
Some of you may receive a variety of Railfuture -related emails, some from

Passenger Focus, some Rail Expresses, some from the branch . We are able
to efficient | vy oO-mergeld6 t hese to send out to each me
have an email address. If you would like to receive information emails  but

d o n butrentty then please email Lloyd Butler (  renewals@railfuture.org.uk )
and/ or Steve Wright (steve.wright@railfuture.org.uk )
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Two Together discount rail -card resurrected

In the last issue  of this newsletter =~ we mourned the P —
demise of the then year-old £28 Two Together _l/,_j ._()_f_l n
Railcard  which was being piloted by ATOC just in the “"”,"";,"*“”"}
West Midlands (available to people with a Birmingham, RAILCARD
Walsall , Wolverhampton, Dudley or Coventry postcode ).
We described it as 0 ne of very few innovations by the privatised railway,

despite the private sector supposed ly being good at innovation and

attracting new business. We suspected that the excellent card (which

William Whiting extolled the virtues of in a previous issue of the newsletter)

was the victim of ATOC indecision, inertia, and fear of loss of revenue i at
the expense of benefiting the public and
greater use of the railway. Railfuture was delighted to hear i after some
lobbying by its own Passenger Group i that it would be launched as a new

national railcard (the first since the 1980s) on Monday 3 "d March.

Two people who often travel together can buy the new annual rail card for

£30 (£27 if entering LEAFLET3 on www.twotogether -railcard.co.uk ) allowing
each of them 1/3rd off off -peak fares. It can only be used by the pair (who

may be friends, family, colleagues, members of a club etc .) when they travel
together (both of their photographs will be on the card). It is valid for first
class travel too. The annual fee is good value for people in the West
Midlands who can more than recoup it aftertwo return journeys to London.

Railfuture is a strong believer in this card. Whilst most standard class travel

is cheaper than the  person travelling alone by car (not just petrol but also
wear to brakes and tyres as well) two adults travelling by rail is often more

expensive. Until now 1T apart from three or four people travelling as a group

T no-one of working age (i.e. not eligible for a young person or senior card)

without disability and travelling without children has been able to obtain a ny
discount (apart from travel within the former Netwo rk South East area).
With a decade of RPI+1% increases rail for two was simply not competitive

on price so this card should see a shift from road to rail, providing that it is

publicised widely. Railfuture 6 s concern i s that the rail
nervous of revenue loss and will not promote it widely, just as the Network

Card is rarely seen on posters and you have more chance of seeing the
Abominable Snowman than an advert for the All -Line Rover.

Railfuture would like to see more discounted trave | T not just the very cheap
advance fares with very strict and inflexible conditions. Perhaps someone

buying an annual season ticket costing over £3,000 should get a 50%

discount on any rail travel in Britain at the weekend or on Bank Holidays i a
similar concept applies in other European countries such as Germany.
Weekend overcrowding can be ridiculous and unnecessary i could anyone
with a senior rail card be given a free first class upgrade at the weekend?

Our Passenger Group would like to hear your ideas to grow rail patronage
for no additional cost to taxpayer s e-mail: passenger@railfuture.org.uk
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What is happening at Moorland and City?

Each of the last few newsletters has

‘.n! reported on the progress 1 or so we
Y . thought - of the ground -breaking initiative
Mgorla ﬂd & C'ty to create a private rail network for freight
- and passengers. Rapid reopening of the
RAILWAYS passEnd pic Teopening

Cauldon Lowe branch, government cash
www.mcrailways.co.uk and Adrian Shooter joining as chairman.

There was much optimism for their plans but it seems to be a case of two
steps forward and one step back i perhaps even the other way around.

After much lost time, and expense that depleted funds an application to turn

the railway in to a village green (!) was defeated in November 2012, but the

line from Leekbrook Junction to Endon has yet to open. Network Rail
appeared to be the sticking point but agre ement w as reached on 16 ™
October 2013 to run trains on 12 days each year from Easter 2014 . MCR is
using contractors in to re  -sleeper the three miles of track between LBJ and
Endon, which was cleared a couple of years ago and saw works trains run on

the tr ack. This extension will provide impetus to the Churnet Valley Railway

who need a big attraction to boost their income, following a financially
disastrous 2012 (largely though bad weather), though fortunately a much

better (if still loss  -making) 2013.

The eight - mile line from Leekbrook Junction to Cauldon Lowe (MCR spelling)
was hugely popular with enthusias ts even if it did end in the middle of
nowhere. It was always known that the track would need replacing for
freight trains to run. However, a lot of concern was raised when the last

three miles of track was lifted - with no promises to relay it in the shor t-
term. There was some speculation about a shortage of cash leading to a sale

of assets. However, a new run -round loop has been constructed at Ipstones,
which allow passenger trains to continue on that branch , albeit not as far.
The priority for both MCR and the Churnet —
Valley is to run trains into Leek (the nearest /
big market town ). This will bring in a lot of e Leek
passenger revenue to the heritage railway, 3 ‘
although a major disappointment is that the /

terminus would be  half a mile from the town .

centre,on the edge of Leek at the former

cattle market (the former station site is now occupi ed by
supermarket). It is intended to fund the 1 -mile extension north (along the
former track -bed that was last used in 1970, which is now owned by the

local council and is used as a n unofficial footpath ) through sal e of land at

Mor r |

Leekbrook Junction  (former sidings) and the project (dubbed

L e e k 0 gonditiamal upon MCR being give n permission to build 90 houses.
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Trains to Planes J

Peter Rowland reports that f our members of the branch committee met
with Michelle Thurgood, Transport Officer for Birmingham Airport in early
August. There was a wide  -ranging and open discussion and it was clear that

the Airport values and wishes to expand its e xisting, mainly good, rall
transport links. 23% of passengers use rail to access the airport. This needs

to grow.

There is an anomaly over the railway station
name. Almost uniquely amongst UK stations
that serve major airport
not p art of the station name. Research shows
that this has caused passenger confusion with o : . =

. . i &ommitted to é the provision of
Birmingham New Street, especially amongst 4 realistic choice of modes of
non - English speakers.  Both the airport and the transport for passengers, visitors
NEC would like it renamed but they disagree and staff that reflects the 24 hour
over the order : either B irmingham Airport/NEC  operation of the Airport.o
or NEC/Birmingham Airport. Network Rail is considering the request, which it
sayswil cost A400,000). Maybe it should be just
Ai rporté or oO66Birmingham Airporté. What do yo

Airport Surface Access Strategy

The airport is very busy in the early morning. Many flights leave between
06:00 and 08:00. As passengers need to be there two hours before
departure, many cannot use rail with the constraints of the current
timetable. The situation is even worse with Sunday flights. Also affected are

airport workers. Maybe train operators need to look again at this and the
point should be raised when the Department for Transport relets the west
Midlands rail franchise.

The Airport is very keen to promote the re -opening of the long -closed line

from Whitacre to Hampton  -in-Arden, known as the Whitacre Link. With a

new north facing spur at its southern end, and a new platform on the north

side of the station, this could allow trains from Tamworth, Nuneaton and the

east Mi dl ands to approach the ai rnpreseatch di r ec
shows that 78% of all rail travel lers to the Airport have to change at New

Street. A report has been commissioned on this proposal and can be found

at www.railnews.co.uk/content/documents/whitacre_v2.pdf

Contact the West Midlan ds Branch
Branch chairman: William Whiting i william.whiting@railfuture.org.uk
Branch secretary: Peter Hughes. Peter.hughes@railfuture.org.uk

19 Redwood Road, Kings Norton, Birmingham B30 1AE . Tel: 0121 459 4743

Send news and photos for the newsletter to . steve.wright@railfuture.org.uk
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More on Fares J

Railfuture has focused strongly on fares (as well as other concerns such as
overcrowding) in the last few years. We, along with other group with whom
we have worked, have succeeded in persuading the government to stop

demanding that regulated rail fares in crease by RPI+1% (in England) as
they have done since 2004. However, we have
base increases on income and consumer -spend increases (as measured by

CPI) rather than by prices (RPI). We will continue pushing for this.

We have received a lot of media attention from national press releases - and

we get a surge of new members aft é&rbutweobve <
also work at branch level too. On 13 th August 2013 West Midlands branch

chairman William Whiting was on the Paul Franks BBC WM show. They

phoned him at home and none of the questions were pre -pl anned. Wil i
main concern was that disposable incomes are fallin g and the increase in

fares would hit people hard. = Whilst he recognise d that the Coalition has

largely prote cted public transport from cuts in expenditure many services in

the West Midlands  will not benefi t from the planned investment. He quoted

Cross Country Trains as an example where there are no plans to deal with

the severe overcrowding o n the key corridors Birmingham -Reading and
Birmingham -Leeds. They also have the most expensive fares on the network

and the increases , he felt, would do nothing to rectify the overcrow ding on

some of their services. He feared that our rail system socially e  xcludes many

people and poorer people will simply not be able to afford fares increases

Railfuture woul d | i ke to see a repeat of London Mi
of up to 50% off Standard Off-Peak Return and Off - Peak Day Return fares.

| T6S MURDER ON THEX®OREEBRE.

AND THE BIRMINGHAM CONNECTION

One Sunday morning in September found my wife and | , says Peter

Rowland , a't Londondéds Victoria Station awaiting
Train to Folkestone East from platform 2. | t 6 wite a change from our

normal train from this terminus - a Southern service to Crystal Palace. Our

trip today was something we had worked, saved for and planned for many

years. It was exciting to be going overseas by train again, bringing back

memories of trips as a child, a sch oolboy and then as a student from

platform 8 to Folkestone Harbour or Dover Marine. On one memorable

occasion | took a train from Ostend to Moscow.

The train was topped and tailed by 67025 and 67022.

pd. L] We had seats in car Perseus, built by the Birmingham
r-n'r-"rc'*-."ﬁ';-:'i‘-s- ESS RC&W Co in 1951. It had a moment of fame when used
S for Sir Winston Churchill és

beautifully restored, down to the smallest detail. The

RALEAE mosaic toilet  floor , for example. This ride brought back
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more memories, this time of
a trip on the Bournemouth
Belle in car lolanthe from
Bournemouth West to
Waterloo. A route south east
along the Down Chatham
Main, then via Nunhead,
Lewisham, Hither Green,
Sevenoaks and Ashford,
with lunch on the way.

Photo of Perseus at Folkestone Harbour

Everyone out at Folkestone East for a fleet of coaches through the Channel
Tunnel to Calais where the big blue train starts. Our car was number 3482,
once again built by the BRC& W Company, but in 1929. Once again it had
been spectacularly well restored, notably the marquetry work. It was warm,
quiet and very comfortable and was turned into a bedroom whilst we had
dinner en route to Paris Est. Many people had dressed up - clearly M oss Bros
et al had done well. Then to bed. | stirred at Basle, (Béale, Basel?) then woke
whilst the train stopped at Arth -Goldau. Progress is leisurely and there are a
lot of stops. Then through the St. Gotthard tunnel and then down to another
stopatChias so for a | eisurely lunch in the dinir
once again built by BC&W in 1927. On via some branch lines round Milan,
then a stop at Verona and finally the magnificent approach across the
causeway to Venice. Allin all, a ride to rememb er!
\l ” ' What can this train teach modern rail operators? Firstly that
: speed is not everything. Secondly some will pay for a little
' more comfort. Thirdly people like seats tha t line up with
windows. Fourthly  heavy coaches with separate locomotives
give a quieter ride and fifthly that people like to eat well on
trains. But the main point that a skilful and imaginative
operator can engender a sense of romance with train travel
that could reap economic dividends . Clearly the Orient
Express (www.vsoe.com ) is an extreme example of this, but
it does give a pointer to a trend.

Railfuture Diary 2014/15 J
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NEW RAILWAY STATION FOR BROMSGROVE J

Bromsgrove Rail User Group chairman Mike Ponsonby writes: in September
2013 Worcestershire County Coun cil Planning Committee granted planning
consent for this new £17.4m s tation (ratified by the cabinet on 12
December) to be constructed in 201 5 in the ex -UK QOil terminal y ard 250
metres south of the  current station. J  ointly funded by Worcestershire County
Council and Centro , it will have four six-car platform s (linked by a footbridge
and lifts ), toilets and a manned ticket o ffice. Together with a 350  -space car
park and facilities  for bus, bike and taxis, plus DDA -compliant bridge for the
less able bodied, all of which gains access to southbound platforms. When the
S 25 kV electrification from Barnt
R Green to  Bromsgrove is
completed by May 2016 it will
give rail travellers five t rains an
hour into the city, with an
electric train waiting in platform
3 at Bromsgrove new road  -rall
interchange for turn -back to
Lichfield, via Birmingham New
Current station (to be replaced) 1 from Wikipedia. Street station.

th

As many will know, the original station was authorised by the Gloucester to
Birmingham Railway Act 1838 and since opening in 184 0 has always been at
the foot of the  Lickey Incline, which means that stopping trains then have a
long slow climb up the 2 mile long very steep incline, with all of the
attendant PM10 pollution caused by two or three 12 -litre turbocharged
diesel engines working at peak torque. However, electric trains will change

all that, with fast hill -climbing performance and a positive impact on air
guality in north east Worcestershire.

Annual passenger usage*
Station footfall is presently circa 520,000 per

annum and forecast to increase by 54% over 2004705 0.173 million
the next five years to circa 800,000 2005/06 4 0.210 million
passengers per annum, all as a result of the 2006/07 W 0.207 million
so-called 'sparks effects’ of  service
improvements coinciding with electrification 2007/08 A 0.230 million
adding to the appeal of rail as the mode of 2008/09 A 0.427 million
choice for Bromsgrove's ever  -increasing .
population. This makes the decision by Worcs 2009/10 A 0.441 million
CC, the most important infrastructure 2010/11 A 0.465 million
development in over 150 years for 201112 A 0.523 million
Bromsgrove...and all funded via a self -
financing and highly cost  -effective scheme . 2012/13 A 0-540 million
(Patronage table on right from Wikipedia ) * gstimated usage based on sales
In 1969 Bromsgrove station was rebuilt with a single platform on the up

(northbound) side. A new platform on the down side opened in May 1990.

STOP PRESS: MARCH 2014 CONTRACTORS ARE ON SITE TO BUILD BROMSGROVE
STATION AND CONSTRUCTION OF ALVECHURCH STATION ISWELL UNDER WAY.
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On 18 th March 2014 Steve Wright took some photographs of the work site

that is being prepared by the contractors to become the new Bromsgrove

station. Top photo shows a Hereford Class 153 train at the existing station in
the foreground and the new station location in the backgroun d.

T T 1@'3‘-{1’ T . J
T By l[‘E T f g L « ;
e iy U Y Y e 0 b o
——TY v v

The photo bel ow shows the | and that wil
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