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Hospice team's
caring ethos is
my motivation
for volunteering
VOLUNTEERING has been a huge
part of my life and I always saw the
value of it and how it helped char-
ities.
I'd previously been a volunteer for

Macmillanbuthad left after 22years
and was looking to retire but my
friend Ray Hales, one of the hos-
pice's longest and well known sup-
porters, persuaded me to join
CHSW! Initially I was supporting
Ray but after meeting the Fundrais-
ing Team to discuss ideas, I was
asked if I would like to create a new
Friend's Group for Barnstaple and
take the leadon supermarket collec-
tions across North Devon.
Mymain role now is to sign up and

co-ordinate volunteers to help at
various collections and despite Ray
and his fellow fundraiser, Arthur
Bennett, being both in their 90s -
they're usually the first ones to sign
up on my collection rotas!
I also volunteer at various events

thecharityholdsandIsupportedthe
fundraisingteamattheNorthDevon
show - encouraging my dear wife to
support me in supporting the hos-
pice. I'mamemberof a local garden-

ing group and I recently organised a
tour to Little Bridge House to show
them how amazing the children’s
hospiceisandhowitprovidesahuge
hug for the whole family.
This support was beautifully illus-

trated at a recent Friends Group
Conference where we heard from a
parent about how Children's Hos-
pice SouthWest supported her fam-
ily when her son Fred died at two
months old. She talked about how
Little Bridge House provided hos-
pice care for him, took care of Fred
duringhisendof lifeandmadeahor-
rific situation as good as it could be. Andy Jones with Richard Smith of Barnstaple Rotary helping with a collection

She movingly spoke about how her
family are forever grateful for the
memories they were able to make
duringFred's short andprecious life
and the kindness shown to them. It
made me realise I'd made the right
decision in supporting this wonder-
ful charity.
Myrealandgenuinemotivationfor

helping CHSW is seeing the amaz-
ing work that all the staff at Little
BridgeHouse do in supporting local
children, young people and their
families.
As the chairman of the Barnstaple

Central Friends Group, I'm always
looking for more volunteers to sup-
port the group in their fundraising,
so if you can spare a few hours a
month and would like to support a
great charity then do get in touch
withLittleBridgeHouseandsignup
to be a volunteer!
To find out more information

about the various volunteering op-
portunities at CHSW, helping their
fundraising teams, charity shops
and the hospice, please visit
www.chsw.org.uk/volunteering

● Children’s Hospice South West
operate the only three children's
hospices in the South West, Little
Bridge House in North Devon,
Charlton Farm, near Bristol and Lit-
tle Harbour in Cornwall.
Children’s Hospice South West

was founded in 1991 byEddie and Jill
Farwell after they experienced for
themselves the urgent need for hos-
pice care for children in the South
West.
Their two eldest children had

life-limiting illnesses and they had
to travel for over four hours from
their home inNorthDevon toHelen
House in Oxford, then the country’s
only children’s hospice.

Andy Jones began volunteering for
Children’s Hospice South West in the
spring of 2023 and is now chairman
of the Barnstaple Central Friends
Group. Andy explains why he chose
to start volunteering for his local
children’s hospice

Too costly to restore Barnstaple-Tiverton link
BEFORE the car became affordable,
Barnstaple had three railway sta-
tions.
Victoria Road station was on the

line that ran from Barnstaple to
Taunton with a stop at Morebath
Junction, if youwanted to change to
services for Tiverton.
The Taunton line was used until

1970andthenlayredundantuntilbe-
ing redeveloped in 1988 to become
the North Devon link road.
Tiverton Parkway is a very well

usedrailwaystationinMidDevon.In
fact, its car park is often full, which
mustmakea lotof thecar-usingpub-
lic anxious on arrival.
This Parkway is, however, not as

well used as Barnstaple station. In
December 2023, the non-ministerial
Government department Office of
Rail and Road published a list of the
mostusedandleastusedrailwaysta-
tions in Devon.
Exeter Central topped the most

used station chart with 2.61 million
entriesandexits. Surprisingly,Barn-
staple was tenth with 536,940 users
and Tiverton Parkway came 11th
with 524,190 users.
Let’s lookatwhythese twostations

have achieved such high numbers.
For a station that is located near A
roads and motorways, Tiverton
Parkwayisusedbypassengerswant-
ingtojointherailnetworktoLondon
Paddington with 32.01% of station

entries; the second destination is
Bristol TempleMeads at 11.16%, and
all the rest across the whole of
Britain are each less than 10%.
Bycontrast the topdestinationsta-

tion from Barnstaple is Exeter Cen-
tral (at 33% of departing passen-
gers), second to top isDigby&Sow-
ton(on 17.59%), and third isExeterSt
David's (at 10.72%). So 61.31% of all
Barnstaple's departing passengers
are destined for just those three Ex-
eter stations.
The city of Exeter as awhole is the

finaldestination for62.58%ofall rail
passengers leaving Barnstaple and
as their final destinations, exiting
the rail network not interchanging
within it such as at St David's.
There aremany reasons Exeter is a

top destination for the residents of
NorthDevon andTorridge: employ-
ment, top-rated college and univer-
sity facilities for students, shopping
and of course professional football
and rugby matches.
Government schemes coming for-

ward for re-opened or new railway

Tiverton Parkway is a very well used railway station in Mid Devon. Picture: Wikipedia

lines or stationsmust showcommu-
nity population growth.
Regardless of historic decisions,

theymust serveapopulationcluster
of at least 25,000 people to have rea-
sonable prospects of being both vi-
able and affordable.
It's all about adding signifi-

cant-sized but still disconnected
communities to the rail network;
joining up places which are already
onthenetworkisnotpartofthatgov-
ernment plan - unless they also pick
up large disconnected population
clusters along the way.

The goodnews is that the link road
upgrade engineering works are go-
ing to improve journeys to and from
Tiverton Parkway; these works are
now in the final stages and the pro-
ject is set to be complete this sum-
mer.
WhattheresidentsofNorthDevon

and Torridge need now is a dedicat-
ed bus to theParkway to ease the car
capacity challenges andoffer thema
sustainable transport solution to go
with the link road upgrade.
There was some social media dis-

cussion about restoring a rail link

from Barnstaple to Tiverton; that
unfortunately is a much larger scale
engineering proposition than the
Barnstaple to Bideford rail link pro-
ject.
TheoldTauntonlineroute is large-

ly now the link road and it would re-
quire purchasing approximately 40
miles of new land and then the as-
sociated civil engineering works
wouldbringthisworkintofiguresso
high that a fast train fromBarnstaple
to Exeter that connects to Tiverton
services would be a justifiable and
economical alternative.

Tim Steer

Vice-chair of
the Tarka Rail
Association
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