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Devon railway station poised for
fresh burst of character

A new wave of funding is turning it into a vibrant hub of colour and history

000
By Lewis Clarke

06:00, 29 May 2025

f Barnstaple
y Station

The Friends Of
nle Railway Station
successfully applied to
Customer and

ity Improvement



Location applied for: Barnstaple License Ref: | CRLR 001

Station
Date Licence completed / signed: 21/10/2024
Community group name: Friends Of Barnstaple Railway Station

QFFICIAL

Name and contact details of Tim Steer
individual who is completing the risk ;
assessmenit:

4, Community Rail Scheme Volunteer Register

Number of volunteers: ame of Community .
. Bamstaple Station
il Scheme:
Disused platform 2 and track bed 3 at Barnstaple Station Scheme Reference
. ICR LR 001
Site / Work Area(s): Number:
[License Area IDisused platform and track bed 3 at Barnstaple Station
Scheme i
From Barnstaple Station platform area Iead/Contact: Tim Steer Contact No. :

Description of access location

(Including parking and entry to site): Signature: ‘
P [Network Rail
Description of work(s): Area to be used for gardening, vegetation clearance, general etwor . . .
. . ; . . Community Rail Harriet Sergent Contact No.:
(please detail all the tasks that you maintenance and installation of items such as waterbutts, bird boxes I ead
ad:

will carry out in the work area) and bug houses if approved by Network Rail
s TR







Signal box bug house

Signal Box bug
house Signal box bug house location
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1.3M barnstaple . :
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1.3M

Signal box bug house will be constructed on a base of bricks and
timber frame. 1.3m is in keeping with the height of the
locomotive planter on platform 2. We would like to call it
Barnstaple Junction for historic reasons if agreed.



Interpretation boards

Interpretation boards
Ideal location is to
Install the boards on
posts that are
concreted in to the
access path to
platform 2. The boards
would face the car park
so the public can safely
read the boards on the
footpath in the car
park.

Board designs will be made by Barnstaple Town
Council’s heritage team.
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THE HISTORY OF L :
BARNSTAPLE STATION < BARNSTAPLE STATION

THE OPENING CEREMONY

THE HISTORY OF

North Devon was linked by rail with Exeter and the rest of the country in 1854
with the opening of this station and the North Devon Railway from Crediton.
The railway had opened between Crediton and Exeter three years earlier and
on 1August 1854, starting at Fremington, ran between Barnstaple and Exeter
along the same route as they do today.

When the station opened in 1854,
the accompanying opening
ceremony was an elaborate,

town-wide affair.

Trains to Bideford followed in 1855. This Barnstaple station became
Barnstaple Junction in 1874 with the opening of the line to lifracombe, the
addition of a second platform and footbridge, and another station across
the River Taw at Barnstaple Quay, renamed Barnstaple Town in 1886 and
relocated in 1898.

“Wherever the eye turned
nothing was discovered but life
and gaiety.”

The town was decorated with triumphal arches, flags, “an infinite deal of
bunting”, banners, shop window displays, and evergreens at every turn. At
the ceremony inside the Guildhall, a two-foot tall cake resembling the
Tower of Babel was presented to ‘liberal applause’, along with “a great
variety of the most tempting articles in cake, jellies and confectionary.” The
Mayor also greeted guests with the well-known toast and spiced ale typical
of civic ceremonies.

20" April 1960. 20" April 1960.

THE TALE OF THE MISSING CARRIAGES

During the opening ceremony, dignitaries, including the Lord Mayor of
Exeter, travelled on the new railway line to Barnstaple. Upon arrival, half the
carriages, including the one with the Lord Mayor and civic regalia, were
left behind in Umberleigh. The engine hurriedly returned to retrieve them
and the ceremony proceeded as planned once they arrived.

A train from lifracombe calls at Barnstaple Town Station. Atrain from lifracombe arriving at Barnstaple Junction.

Trains from Taunton reached Barnstaple at Victoria Road in 1873 then on to
Barnstaple Junction in 1887. In 1924 the station was expanded with platform
2 becoming an island to add platform 3. With the closure of passenger
services to Bideford in 1965, Taunton in 1966 and llfracombe in 1970,
Barnstaple Junction reverted to Barnstaple in 1970.

20" April1960.  In the days of steam hauled
trains, Barnstaple Junction was
the main base for steam
locomotives in North Devon. It
was a substantial depot which
had a turntable and for many
years, employed over100
people including engine crew,
cleaners, boilersmiths and
fitters.

orvox v mamTari.
All photos courtesy of: Roger Joanes.
Allillustrations from the lllustrated London News, Saturday 29" July 1854, page 5.
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What |s Rallfuture‘?_,;__w*
‘ Rallfuture is Britain's Ieadlng |ndependent organlsatlon ca
blgger better rallway ‘ , | g

~The campalgn voice for frelght and passenger serv1ces

Supporters of ra|I |nvestment to bnng sustalnablllty a :
industries and communltles in Devon and CornwaII

Railfuture is not afflllated to or funded by traln com,

- Appraisal Guidance and Treasury S Green Book | i
cases to support our campalgn prOJects



What is RaiIfUturesupporti‘n

The F|ght|ng Fund contrlbuted to Connect Bude S |n|t|at|ve tO;I '
- enhancing the bus service between Bude and Okehampton a
'. Connect Bude website | in Apr|I 2024 and March AR '

In|t|ated the Northern Devon Rallway Development Alllance
n Transformatlonal modernlsat|on of the North Devon Exete
passenger service. The line that services North Devon, Mid
‘This line is also used by Torridge, West Devon and North Co—

The North Devon I|ne extension to service a new to rall'm
‘Bideford area in the Torrldge dlstrlct .



* What is .
Transport Appralsal Gmdanc '

Department for TranspOrt 's'tates: '

' Informed DeC|S|on Maklng TAG helps ensure that transport |nve
cost-effective, and allgned W|th strateglc obJectlves '

| Strateglc Allgnment Gwdance helps ensure that transport pIa
to wider strategic prlontles I|ke economlc grthh socral equ
_sustalnablllty " . , :

, Transparency and Accountablllty Appralsal processes gwd"'
| ratlonale for transport mvestments transparent and accou



The Northern Devon Railway Development Alliance

Key objectives

Improved resilience,
journey time,
capacity and

frequency

North Devon line New and existing rail
modernisation market customers

Northern Devon
Railway
Development
Alliance

Bideford rail
extension

New to rail market




al transport Business Case

Process

W Peninsula Devon and Torbay
Transport ] \ 4 combined County Authority

Sub-National Transport Body

2025-2040

\
)
]
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Sttegic
Implementation . P
Plan 20252050 At ¢




SLC

Bideford to
Barnstaple Line
Reopening

Engineering Feasibility and Economic
Appraisal

Executive Summary

August 2025

BID-SLC-XX-REP-EMF-0001_V02R

ance funded studies and
WOrkshops




Who are the Northern Devon

Railway Development Alliance
stakeholders?

e, Navantia UK Appledore shipyard, Petroc college, South
siness Council, District Councils of Torridge and Mid-Dev

Councils of Bideford, Barnstaple and Northam, Parish Co
ps Tawton, Burrington, Chawleigh, Chittlehamholt Satter
kleigh, Chulmleigh, Kings Nympton, and Lapford, Devon
uncil,

eninsula Transport / Peninsula Rail Task Force, Great Wes
Railway, Network Rail, Devon and Cornwall Rail Partnershj
Barnstaple Railway Station, South West TravelWatch, Nor
Rail Promotion Group, the former (Tarka Rail Associatio



NORTH DEVON

Northern Devon
ravay | JOURNAL

DevonLive.com  (i{# InYourArea.couk

D E€ve I opmen t ull speed ahead for rallwa)( line improvements
Alliance annual e i

meetings

»Workiis being carried out to increase frequency and speed of services along Tarka Line. See Page 4




- Thank yol for listen ing

T/m Steer
F Ra/lfuture
~ Devon and Cornwa/l reglo'
Fr/ends Of Barnstaple Ra/lw
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