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HOW TO FIGHT A mﬂ

This booklet has besr co=plled BY two seskers of the Natiopal
Committee of the Railway Development Bocloty:

J. W. LARFIELD

T, J. GAERGD
oed in baned on their persamal sxperiecces, and the expericsces
af several other RDE myebers and mesbers of rall umers' groupo,
st the relatively faw rail clecure inquiries whiszh have taken place
during the last few years.
Pmeh of the matorial en sarlier TUGC inguiriss; the history of the
consulttative Committess amd ths statutory {racowork tnder which
they mew aporats has been deawn fro= FIONTING FOR TIE RATLHAYS,
J W Barfield, 1978 (A history of the Railwuay Invigoratlon Bociety)
Thin booklet iz intended to be A esspanion te the Sogdety':
parlier publipation, & GUIDE POR BATL USERS' OROUPS (I-d #ditlen,
fny 1981), details of which, topethsr with other publicotions
reForred to im the text, are contaimed impdde the back cover.
“he compilors are alse grateful to kr O. ¥ Opilvy, for sugfestions
concorning the Lext; ko F. B Hayman, Hon. Secretary of the lerth
Warmslek Lisg Defences Comnittes, for giving us the bemeflit of their
oxperionce; to Mo A.Poole for the cover decign; aed to the oany
rail uners, whether #05 sesbers or not, who have fought against
eadl cuto and elesures in all parts of the country, and withouk
whooe reglotance and experispce we would have lost more of the
nekuork,

Raflway Developmant Sccleily

EM=HDE,

Lesdon, WCIN 6100

Cctober 1982

*RO5, where accospanisd by an asterisk in the text, ghall be
conptrued a8 including its former comstitusnt boddes, Eho Hailway
Invigaration Society and Railway DevelopBent Assccimtlon, beth of
which were feunded in the sarly 1950s, And amalpmested in 15973
to form the Railuny Development Soclety.
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HiW TO FIGHT A RATL QUT

Wiy GUTEY

During the 1970a, Eritais's rail network experienced a poriod af relak=
=ive otability, with very few clomures and sven sose recpenings, palply of
stations, This citesatisn was in welcoms contrast to that in the 1550s and
ipdeed sarlier decades, whieh had besn sharacterised by a oieady cutting
af ths network.

jleeent tronds, howewer, indicate a produal returm te the old patternj
the yearly mileage of lines closed (both passenger and freipht) rising froa
3% in 1977 to 140 in 1881; and om August 19th 1902, Iritish Rail was given
pereiagisn to close the 15¢=pils March = Spalding line, the lonpest pase-
-onger clopure proposal for several years. The british Rallwaye Ooard have
indeed warped ropreatedly that, with steadily declinming levels of imwest-
=pent pinge 1975 to replace apeing roliimg stock, asd & growlsg backleg of

trock paintonance, some 3,000 miles of route say have to be elosed withis
the naxt few years

FREVIITION IE GETTER THAN CURE
nuate investment can make & line prosper and lessen the threat of cuta

in seeviess or total closure. Bo can imeremscd usage Therefere, sary line
upers' groups have been formed - often o= the initlative of HDE - to campalgn
for inprovements and greater usage; and to work with ADS in prosuing matlon-
=nlly [or Governsent fimancial support fae railwayo in this couRiry coopar=
-able to that in seet Euwropean countriss.

The RDE publication GUIDE FOR RATL USERS' GROUPS (3rd editlen, 1961) ax=
=plains kew te foro suck a group and glves many exasplen of what groups eanm
do, and Bave done; to make lines Bor'e prosperaus.

Ong of the main aion of HDB is to oee ouch @& wsers' proup ch every Line
that i supported by public furds - and moot secondary routes are, sinca the
1068 Transpert Act rocognised that they should not be expected o oake & pro=
~fit im the marrowent sonos, buat that Central Govermsent(and im mobe cames
local autherities) should contribute towmrds their wpkeep-

liowever, the recent trend of public spemding cuts has salsed a large
question mark over the future of sany such lines and, even il mervices are
impreving and traffic is increasing on sose of them (thanks to the efforta
of enterpriging lecal 5R management and local user growpa), ER =ay still in
the smd find itself in a position where closwre is forced upem it, vis. the
theent to Tunbridge Welle - HAmstings. In such capem; the users' proup musk
obvicusly spearhesd the fight to save the line I there 18 mo users' group,
thon one oust be forssd urgently.

oW A CLOSURE EFFECTED
T If IR wiph te clooe & lise or station completely to passs T, they emat

announce this under a procedure set dows in sections 5% am of the 1962
Transport Act. If, however, they merely wish to reduce the musber of trains,
but kesp the lise or statisa open (albeit to o bare minizus), then as the
law standa at present thers appears to be no formal seans by which upers can
provent ik,

The pain officisl organisatics comcerned in safeguarding the interest of
rail consusmers in the Central Tramsport Comsultative Committes and its var-
—igus area Tramsport Usera' Consultative Cemsittess, Details of thelr add-
-regses Asd arenn covered are displayed at stations and are listed on p33
of the current 5R Passenger Timstable, The CICC 1tmelf iz at 3L OQreat Harl-
~borough Street, Lomdonm, WiV ZEA (Tel:01-734 0036).

m g DO TUCCR HAVET
When oot up under sectiom 6 of the Tramsport Act 1947, at the time of aat-

~iomalisation, the TUCCa had such wider powers than teday, to conslder both

the guality of services provided by the thenm failway Executive of the Britlsh
Transport Comsission and their case for withdrawal of apy rail oervioe
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The TOCCH wore, nmd are, appodnted by the Minister, to Féprasent lozal
intersote] any crganisation, coumeil eic, bedmg able to ne=inate candidatan
for eosalderation,

The liritish Transport Coasissiom wam nersally cbliged te lay its proposals
befere the ares TUOC,; whe would then s¥asins the currsnt positicn taimg ﬁ
relovant matters iste comaideratics. Then btheir dscisian weuld Eo bafore
Cantral Cosslties for further comsideration, The OTCD would tkes maks recomme
-andatioms Lo the Mimister of Transport, whoss decimion would Lenvariably re=
=flact thelr comolusin=s,

In 1%61, however, Ernsst Marples peresptorily eversulsd the recomssssdap-
=iomn of the CICC that the Westerham branahk in Kent ghould resain opsn = an
a26s 5f what was to coms!

Therefore the CTCC's sals function was to satisfy ltself that wssers had
bass given a full opportunity to present their submissions to the area TUCC,
and that that ces=ittes. before renching its comelusisma, Esd Elvan proper
eonsideration to of the matters bromght before Lt, asd that its recoms=
=endatiens wore aed reapcmable, fay cry from what wan to f uf

1%|E

way im which the Committes was to (and larpely still doos) condaot fte
consideration of rail clesures wan sumsed up in the 1553 Amnmad Hepert of

the CTCC as follown:

"I those Tepreseating users wers to Lnslst wpen treating the Comnuli-
=ative Ooomittess an Courts &f Inquiry, the Commissisn would find 4t
diffieuit te adhere to their present paflicy of not boing legally rep-
=teconted, a policy whieh thay are, in our opinion rightly, =est re-
-lactant to abandom, We are of the opimion that if the Commultiative
Committes mre treated ss Courts of Inguiry, ouek of thedr walue would
dissppoar an the splrit of fres amd framkdiscession betwesn all the
parties with the object of finding & buspioesnlike solutios will bs
diffiouit to =saistain ™

Whathar Chey were sver able fo ks oo "fres azd Trank™ after the constraimis
placed upon them by the Tramsport det 1962 is opes to doubt, but this des-
—cription largely sxplainae the sert of creature thoey otill are and usdoubt-
=edly will ba of paldance Lo anyons who has to put & ease te thaes.

. AR CT 1963
Jeare by HDE™ upon the Goverasent
to restors to the TUCCs the wide powern they criginally possessed, the pre-
=celdurs which now governs the conmideratiom of rail closure proposals is
atill that coatnined in sectiozs 5& asd 56 of the Transport Aet 1562, which
effectivaly "clipped thelr wings®

Firatly, as the former Emilway Isvigeratios Bociety discoversd whes &t
stedied Hr Marplea' imfasous Transport Bill (of 1961), In futurs therw would
be no preli=inary esquiry by the Area Committes. A11 HRE had to 42 wan to
serve the focospary odx weeks' motice under soctioz 56(7). Thon ocbjescticna
had 9 be lodped with ihe TUOGE within the six wesak pericd.

Thus if shjecticns were lodged, the closure could be i=plesented ims-
=gdintely & poricd sxpired. This tins atill obtains

Therefors from 1962 omwards IE_EH Wes Do Longer any coligation to give
obisctorns a bearing or fer HR to produce s written statemenmt of thoir came
for closuss. As a satter of geastal practice, however, BR de produce what
they call "Hsads of Inforsation? Becauss of the comotraiMe fmponsd by Uk
1962 Aet, these give only basis eostdngs and relate mainly fo the =sans of
relisv "hardahip!" The TUCCH cam Bear objectora if they fesel iy approp-
~Tiata, witich case hearinge sust be held in publio. .

The =ain chamgs sads by the new Aot was EEat centals=ed in section S56(9):
the TOOC report was anly required to deal with "hardship" which weuld ke
caused to wsern by the propessd cleoeurs, amd by isplication objectioms cas
otill be lodged only on thess grousds.

L LR LA T Lt
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Undar the terms of the Act, howsver; thers s sothing %o prevest a TUCC
conaldaring & ling bafors & closers proposal is published; asd ochemss for
ieproving local services and reducing their cost of operatiom can be pre=
=pared acd submitied te BEF nnd the TUGE any time.

It remains & TRER, Biwevaer, thl't tbl l"l.-u.‘-l:l.t:l.ll for o

e rail -l.'l.nl-

publins advance nnhiﬂl of Lllud-ﬂ tlﬁlﬂii if the Winister 8o reguires; and

in latter years {(af the Beeching era) this beonme am nocepted procedurs.
Bines 1947 the PUCCs have =0 lomger been required to concern thassslves

with the pooinl Lwliur.iul af & clesure. Hor th they had power to deal

¢ag, 1f he chowoosn
(and on oany oocasioms he has) completely ignore Ehe rocommondntions of the
TRCCH.

Tha TUCCs are mot swbiect to the Qouneil on Tribunals and 6o far as ia
imown Ehe sxternt to whick the rall closure procedures in coversd by the maps-
=a] prineiples of Ad=imiztrative Law hae never boen tested im the Courta.
The nearent it sver roacked that stage was in the case of the Manckesnter -
= Buxton closure preposal (1964}, whars the Hationnl Comnedl o= Inlsed
Tragaport retaised fam Bilkin GO, to Geot ibhe extent to whieh sbjecters
could challempe figuros presented by BER. In the svent, ths Micister reject-
=il Lhks tlapurs propoaal evek before the bearing had 'h"n cencluded. Ong
:E.E*_ﬂ:_._lw

od & he announcement of closure and the final datse
for sbjectiona, an saey pasple and Eodiss &8 possibls sual B paracaded Lo
sond In wrilties cbjsctlions.

Poaple wha object should ke ussrs of the sarvice; or, if it im & Eody
ohjecting {o.5. o trade unios, chaskar of irade; woson's crgs=isation,
political partiy or assnity gproepl), it showuld object en behkalf of those of
its meobern who woe the service or are affeczted by it.

Touw will not be asked te produce ceacrels evidesce Lthat Fou ése Ethe ser=
=%¥ice. Hevertheleas, if you cam give details of jouwrmeys oo it (s.g. when
you last uoed it[ how often you use it Far what puarpose youm ase 1t), this
will abvisualy land welght te your sbjectlom.

four letter of objection dosa mot have to be very longp simce you =ay,
if yeu wish, attend ihe oubpegeent inguiry and give full detmils arally.

On tka otber hand, objsctors da not have to abtend the Ingelsy.

fecause of the comstraints of the TUhe Act, your cbjsction mhould conme
=ggntrats on hardekip amd incosvenlisncs that woald be caused 47 the liss ar
station eloses, "Eardship™ may ba imterpreted nareowly (o.g. loanger journay
timam; =cre chanpee of traln; grealer sXpeBEba; 4ven loss of locome) or bread-
=1y fe.g. fawer leisure jeurmeryo, leading to deterioration in gqualikty of 1ife
losn perponal choies and freedom; mers traffic on local roads lsading te
sara cangentisn ste.

If & seplacesent Bus pervice I8 offered {and this will probably be ment-
=ioned in the notice of elosere er ™Hesads of Informatien®), it will prebakly
ba inferior to the rall sarvies, and &6 you can =maks Rhls polist in your ob=-
=jection ales. Tha bent book to refer to, and saybs quets 1s evidence, is
CAN BUS REPIACE TRAIN? - OR WILL THEEY HEVER LEARNT (published by FDS im
1:9‘.??. 459 imo Im“.ﬂh

A wsera' groap ting & closurs should isswe & leaflst a=d call at lesask
oms publis sesting; and in gpeosral gain as ssch publicity as pospible. The
lecal prefs, Local radis and tslevision will usually be keem to p
you-& plle of leaflets sncouraging sesbers of the public te object were
otrategloally placed at Broad Birest statieon by the North Londor Liss Sass-

=ittgn and no doublt helpsd to snsure that over 200 sbjscticna to the stat=
=ioa"s slosure were received by ths TUCC. £ - ¥
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The lsaflst skauld put the case agaimst closure, olearly and gmeeimetly,
and encourage people to ocbject. It should contain the address of the area
THGC, to whoa objections =uat be sent, and give Ehs deadling. As sany pecple
gay Be reluotant to sit down apd compose letters to a sesmingly official and
Aigtant bedy 1iks & TUOC, the leaflet could contaln edifther a simple pro-forsa
for them ta 111 ip and semd offj or & model latter which they could either
just sign or copy out amd forward to the Cesmlittes. :

Alternatively, ithe leaflet could sncourage its readsra to write to the
loeal users' greup, askisg the group to repressnt them and put any poinke
they may wish te make. This would be particularly =aeful for someose wWhe aight
find 4% difficult sither to get time off work or to attand Lthe TUCC Ingulry
for any other roasdes = of which sore anoml

Apart fros distribsticn at stations {(if loeal ER staff permit), leaflstas
eculd alse bo haopded oubk on teains (if the guard has no objection) or outoide
otations (not astually on ER propsrty); but door=to=door distribution is
clearly the beat way of smeuring ths widest publicity. Woually libraries will
be prepared to dieplay leafiste; as will some shops, mchools, collsges, cddan-
=04l affices, cltlsens' advice biuresux eto.

It i8 aloo isportant to wrikte Lo your local coumnsil - at Paclah, Distrizh
and County lswel - anking it to cbject. Hany couscila do lodge sbjectionn sa
o matter of course, and a considerable nushber of limes Bave besn saved partly
becauwns of thim Counsils oftem put zlausss in their Loocal, District or Btruck-
=ure Plans, promising to resist closure of any service inm thelr arem - and
cortainly any uoers® gEroup should take the cpportunity to urge this when any
Flan poas through ite comsaltation atage.

Hewevsr, ADE ropressntatives have also beon told by ome coumedl that it did
not ebject to a closurs In its area, bat that it might have dooe so if seabers
of the public had written asking it to do sol

A uwoers' pgroup sheuld aleo enlist the support of nelghbouring groups. Indesd
thone whe attemded the EDS Becond Natiseal Cenfepamcs of Rail Usera' Geoups in ]
Derby on 25th Ostober 1580 upasiscualy resolved “to assist sach obther in the ‘
event of o olosure proposal teing made for amy line coversd b¥ them.™ This pro—
=mips of polidarity was put into effect when the March - Bpaldisg lLine «Was pro— 1
=posed for clopure in Jamsary 1581 and no fewer than ten rall usera' erganie- l
-ations im Emptesn England lodged cbjecticms, particularly because of the strad §
=gple paturs af ths routs,

Repspbor that with most, 4if oot all, limes amd stations proposed for cloé- r
=tirg, wsers will come from more thin just the imsediate area of the lise or
ctatiosn. 1o the case of the Hroad Bireet closure, Hobt only did the Londenm &

Eoms Counties Dranck of WDE appear at the inguiry; but so did ths Chairsas of

the Society's East Angliam Branch. For although Broad Sirect is mot in East
Anplis, pespls fro= that region uwee it becaumse of its proximity te Liverpool
Btreot, and thorefore its convenlemce if coe is travelling fros= East Amglis to
varicus Horth and West London suburks. |

WEAT CAN HE DONE: AT THE HY ki
WEcn chinctions ko a :Eunﬂ are recelved, a sticker will be pooted acrosa

the closurs notice om atations mnnouncing that olosure hos been deferred pand=
=inp an inguiry asd objectora will be nobifled where and when a hearing is e
be hsld.

Do not think that the sain Wurdles are over, however., In the ease of the
Marelh - Bpalding ismguiry, despite the fact that the =ajority of objectors came
frem the southern end of the line, the TUCC degided te hald ths laguiry at
Bpalding, at the nertberm emd, and on ¥1st July in the middls of the Baliday

seasenl To add insult to :I.u.jnrh it wan discoversd that the h-l,rjq wan dus

to cosmencs at 10.00 a.=., yet the first train to Spalding along the throatsoed
1ing frem March did not arrive 111 10.2% a.5. The Boelety therefore Bad great

diffioulty in dismisaing the notlem that this was sepely a device to lisit the

pusber of cbjectors wha could appenr; and was not alone im writing to the TUGC

to cosplads of the unfairssss of the arrangements, which drew wide publiclity.
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In the svemt, the TUCC agreed to defer the mtarting tise to 11.00 &.m, Bub
not to altsr ths wenws ar dats of the ilmguiry.
Therefars, attention should id ko matt of detaill such as thass

"pardohip® only at the inguiry, it Bas loag been tha practice of DS and
appociated orgnnisstions te Bsunt & three-pronged attack in relatiom to
clesurs propoanls. Criticiass of rafilwny finapces ard suggestions for scoms
=amigs and publicity have long baen comsidered to be manage=snt oatters

{apd puteids the mcope of the hearing). Such matters ohould bave been put
to local HR mapapeesct and the TUCEC loog before a closures proposal is anne
=oitnced; bat thore is mo hare in reiteraticg them if it is consldered relav-
-ant to the case being put; med/or if sanagesent have =ot given satisfactory
BRIV,

Think how you may be able to exploit the venus of the inguiry. The ome at
Spalding was hald in tha South Hollamd Centre which, as well as bkaving a large
hall suitable for such gatherisgs, also has omaller rooms and a lobby that cas
be hired, BDS therefere hired opace in the estrance lobby and sounted an
exhibition for the doy of the hearing. This exhibition put goelitical points
apalnet closures in general and for sore rail investesel; and comtrmated &X-
~-travagant road expenditure with insufficient spending on railways. It nloo
desonefiratsd how lines slsewhers in the Eastern Reglon wers being i=prowed,
particularly thanka to the efforts of usesra' gromps, and indicated the soope
for clmilar improvesssta on March - Spalding.

‘The purpope of the exkibitiom was to infors other objectors and to snabla
the TUOD meckbers to ses the issuss im & wider somtaxt. A8 they have probably
besr fully brlefed by ER and taken for a trip along the lios; no reason is
peen why they skould met be separately briefed im Ehis or other ways, Thels
nasan and addresses are mot sbtats secrets and ao should be readily available
fros the Secretary of ths TUCC on reguest, should you wish %o comtact them
befere or after the imguiry.

On the actual day of the hearing, you may feel it appropriate to raise
pointa of opder L you are diseatisfied with the arrangesesnts of ths inndeque
=aoy of IR's Fendn of Infermaticn,. At an Ingquiry in Budbury (Buffclk) in dug-
-ust 1965 (omoe again during the Belght of the holiday ssasen), the anger of
sbjectors bolled over and mevere disruption ocecurred becanss they were pot
entiafisd ap to the lspartiality of thke Chairman of the hearing - who was
later found te be the Mamaging Dirscter of a road havlage firs.

Howswar, assuming that arrangessnts are Teascoable,

L L .

The Chairsae will gessrally First read & forsal statssent and theo ask BR
to put ita case, Objectors will ther b ealled, especially il they have indic-
=ated beforchapd that they wish to speak, At the snd of thes Inguiry, ER will
be given thke right to reply. The first objectors to be called will uswally be
repregentatives of lecal autbhoritiss; personal objectors will them be callsd,
prebakly is the ofder in which their written objectloms were receldved.

Whan iE comes B your Rofn te speak, this will be your chance to make your

points directly to the mesbers of the TUCC, BR sfficisls will alsd be listen-
=ing, as will the lZocal medis. Try to be clear; concise and inforsative -
doa'"t jost read out what you bave oubaittsd in writtes evidence, particalarly
Lf the point has besn mads already By previoss cbjectors. There ils nothing
more likely %o mend the TOCC to slesp. If you have any additiomal podnts o
make, oo say like to have a brisf written sussary avallabls.This will be of
considerables help to shorthand writera and to bbe saskbers of the Commitiaa.



More atteption will be paid to m ksy lasus, saitably pumctuatad by ona or
two pemorable turns ef phrase or ologans, than bF b5 sdnukes of drosing of.

Do not feel thab you ment reatrlct yoursel! to evidence of hardshkip or incon-
~venlemen, If you wish to talk about otber Lpsues related to the particular
capn, do po. If challssged by the Chairmas, you coald always point out Ehat
you are loaimg & days pay (inguiries are alwsys held in werking hourn) to be
thers and foel sbteongly on this issus = strongly oposgh for you Lo ask the
Committee to otrems it im their report te the Sscretary of State Don'k be re-
=patitive; though by all ssana stats briefly that you mupperl points sade Ty
garlisr opeakars.

You eesd mot, of course, juot speak yoarself; you may alss eall as wiknsssss
pooples who kave not personally mubsitted objections {pomnibly becnvss they
missed the dendlime), provided that Lkeps aTe relevant to Ebe point yeu are
trying to =aks At the Brosad Btreet Imguiry, the fGwo HDS represeRbatives prob-
=ably opoke for mot more than B simutes Batwsem them, but by concentratisg om
oan or twoe Koy ipsuan were akle te Esxve such grealar lspack. Thia taotie oam
slno #ase your voloe and make the presenkation of Four case =ore intaresting.
Uss wismals (m=aps, photes, grapks ete}if you want te and asi for thess to be
displayed throughout tke inquiry or handed round.

If you fesl you meed to ask guestions of the Bt of ficials pressnt, do =0,
The Chairpan say peek to put off these answers ustil the end of the hearing,
But 4f they may affect the poista you wish to mske, inndst o= answers thers
and then. Howsver, you can otill come back whes ER exercios thoir right of
roply, 4f you are sot satisfied with the m=nawers. Several objectors did so at
the Spalding Inguiry, at the emd of which ore ER officlal was kanrd tg say ta
& TUCC mesbar; "We've loat this cns, haven't we?® apd the Committes did indeed
gonclude that such kardskip woold ks caused by the cloaurs.

The f{imaneisl infarsation ecostaleed in BER'c Heads of Inforsaticn im eoially
pcanty nnd, 88 we bove oeem, has oftes been ckallanged by objectors = especia-
=11y if no pdeguats breakdows is given of operatiig costs. Thia & paisk
whigh (1 d at farsafmll a8 tha HEE W

[T ta plak the TR s & ba
Eﬂﬂwrua H:tﬂ Tiguron are produced.

The same appliss to revemue inforsation. At Epaldizg, the only fipures
Eiver were for passsngera buying tickets at March station ko travel to Spald-
=ing {omd wies wverpa) which gave caly a fractios of the trus pleturs. For the
eajority of paspengers waed the lins for muwok longer jowrmeyo (e.g- Farwich -
- Bpaldisg; March - Linceln), the figures for whizh wers not shows. Local ER
apployses can oftss fi11 in such gapm, if known, although they will usually
wish to resain anopyooud .

Finally, sbjestors at publie isguiries geserally - sot jest inte Fall cles-
-ireE = ars often advised io go dresssd withk & reasooable degree of formality.
There in nothing to step you gedng in sandals, ptripad accks, faded dgnim
sharts, a bright ced T-abist, shouldsr length kalr and & otrew hat = but on
the whole it im best not to give the impressdlos of exzceasive eccentricity er
earalofafang,

WEAT CARN BEE DONE: AFTER T
2 Ut @ walt. Tou may have a losg walt. Thers say be m

change of Minipisr, evah & changs of OJevernment. Hesp Lhe issus mlive. What
you 4o after ths inguiry could well Be jest as Laflusctial &8 all that has
pane befara.

Connideratioan other tkan kardahip say be taken into asoount by the Beorst=-
=apy of Btate for Tramsport wheo voming to & declslsn reo cloasirs, Indead,
pection 4 of the Tramaport Ast 1960 speeifically reguires him (or har} to
taks into nocount any pociml or eonosic ssmaiderntionn when doing @o.

The TUCC's rols, after haarimg all the avidence, will ks bg submif & report
to the Secretary of Btats, probably within Z=3 momths of the kearing . Thers fore,
you may comsider it desirable to write direst tao his, sapscially if you fesl
thers wers poimts which wers oot adegeately brosght out at the Lnguiry; or
relavant dovelopsents that have takss placs aince = but mors isportently be-
=ciugs the Secretasy of Btata can {aed shouwld) ccnndder much wider issuss.

If your WP in ay=pathetie Lo your ciuss, he or she may sven be prevailsd
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upoa to tackle the Becretary of Biats on the matter and got acroos the stresmpg-
=tk &f local feeling - sore po 4f he or she 18 of the same party an the Soverns
=mont of the day, BB:All-partiy back-bs gltion to hea lem.

Tha Becrotary .,5 ﬁl“ w& ten -nnt-Ei Lo Feach a I“Iﬂ an ths March =
- Spalding elesurs, after receiving the TUGC's repart. When e agresod to the
proposal, DS promptly argoed agpainst its reascpablesess, in a precs relssse,
and mised widespread medis publicity. The same Sserstary af Btate ook even
lenger in the cann of the Sheffisld = Pemistons - Buddersfield 1ine ard its
agsociated Claytom West bransk. The inguiry was beld im Apedl 1984 and the
depinion did mob come uatil Beplember 15823,

If compant to elowure im refused, thes there in couse for rejelcimg - but
this dees =6t Doan that the Battls is ever. All local useras® greupe with
threatensd lines =aat keep up pressure for improvemsnts to, Bnd promobiom of,
the servicd. Otherwise traffic may drop and asgbher proposal be subsitted by
HR in & ¥ear or Rtwo,

Furthersome, the Eecretary of Btats's refusal of consent will mek salve
the problems of fi=smce, ws has besn disgoversd im the same of Epping - Dnagar,
where n babtls in etill raging botween the Greater Losden Council = who at
presont control ths activities of Landes Transport, whizh rena the porvies =
and Eosex County Councll, whiek has adamsmtly refused financial support far
the ssction of line (whally within its area) and o the OLC is Baking furthsr
threatening noslses about elamare ,

Leoking further ahesd, amniversariss of reprisves are nlso oceanlopn for
rejoleing. In 1981, the Eant Suffelk Travellers' Ansocintiss celebratsd the
15th annivercary of the aaving of ita 1ine ([Ipowich = Lowontoft)] fros Ehe
beeobdng axe, with a special fetw,

H#E %:

the Becrelary of Gtate does agres to closure (ns the prosemt incushbant
han dens in st leant thees cames), certain other courses of actisn are open
to objectora:

| in the Courta; Thim could be done o Eest the walidity & the de=
=clnion, It ¥irgin territory as far oo case law in concernsd, but
territory which could e of inoreasing interest in the comdng momtks, if pend-
=ing litigatien on another isswe comss t6 Court, aed upon which KOG may well
usdariaie further research.

There in ons useful example of & locel usera' group going te Lhe Courks ta
halt 8 elosure: the Mortk Ma Lime. This lins in the Weot Hidlands, froa
Birmingham te dtraticrd-cn-Avom via Eenloy-in-Arden, wan proposed for clopurs
in the late 1%&0a; the normal TUCE hearing took place &od it was found that
the slopire would causs conpiderable bardship. Bespite all the objestisss, the
Hinister of the day sventually gave his consent to clooure, bub stipulated that
thres specific bus serviges sheuld be provided kefere the sarvies coased.

LR went absnd with arrangesents to close the line in May 1969 and noked
Midland Red to provide the secssssry bus services, Despite wery preat reluctascy
on the part of Midland Red (who were short en bupes asd repalr faeilitiss mnd
told the Msister they did mol want asy mers loss=-saking perviess put upom
thes), they applied to the local Traffic Coemisploser for staps carriage 1i-
=conaes, Whick agais were gramted with sooe criticiss cosceradng umsultable
roads otc. Midland Red then prepared sohedulen msd were dus to provide the
replacement buses when ER closed tha ling,

It peemed that, unbekmown to HE, the 1568 Traffie Aet Amsndment allows res-
=peniaible local romd autheritiss to oppose the granting of a stage carriags
licence which they consider wndssirable for rosd pafeby and other reéancts, and
the license caneot be exsrelsed befors the appeal to the Hinister hao besn
heard sed doteraissd.

Bespite all this, BA announesd the closure date and replacesint bun sars
=vices. Conmequently, sesbers of ke North Warwick Lime Defenes Comsittes,
imcludisg their molicitor, who was aleo acting for ths Local Authority, lsms-
=edistely applied for an isjunctiom as their appeal against the sbags carriage

licancs had mar be g
=affp :rt-qu,uih.“.;."- “fn".:fh"““ BE kad besn im Breach of the Mimisk
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The enss was heard &b the and of Aprill. The judge refused to prast am
injunction on certaln gprownde but allowed appeal; the sppeal beling subpaquest=
=1y heard before the Master of the Rolls amd two other Justicen om the Friday
before Lthe ling was dus L& clamw.

&R Injunction wao granted: agaimst BR, with very compiderabls eriticiss af
their metions; asd they wers reguired te res the mes=a) service thereaftsr
antil such tlse ao the secoscary procedures concerning stags carriage licances
bBad been pone through. They have providsd the service ewer sicce and tha injung=
=tion bas mever Besm 1Lfted.

The =ajerity of the line has since bocome the respenmibility of the West
Hidlands Popsenger Tramsport Ewecuiive, it hos been upgraded and in nob under
any iemsdiate threat; Rowever, the North Warwick Lime Defencs Committes han
voatineed to omict and to nct no & pEsBEnpgsr wabeldap &=4 8 bedy foF proset-
=ing the ling,

2 gm_u_._gﬁ_w1 Apain, this is an ares which Bas mot been probed in
ouch depth; but whick in worth prebing - &8 the pro-road lobbry certaisiy dot
For about thrés yenre, the Europsan Economic Commanity has bean woriclng om
the eotabliohkment of a Transport Iafrasirusture Fapd, whish weuld ETant =onays
to enable member atatess to izproves thedr links with each other. Bush links
could inclede port amd adrport facilities, road amd rall lisks to the parta,
and indoed new Tixed links between the statee.

For this reason, the Chairsan of the HDE Eant Angliss Brarch wrote is Bopt=
=amber 1702 to the EEC Cossisnioser lop Transpert, askleg hin to comedder the
cagy of the March - Bpaldimg routs, which is part of a rafil link far frodight
{and peme passsngers) fro= the Bamt Anglias ports (With their rrowing eontime
-antal trade) to the Nerih Midlasde and Morth of Englaed.

The pressat Transpert Coasdssionsr is Mr Contopeorpin, EEC Com=losion,

200 rue do la Led, 1040 Brussels, Belglum. If comtnoting him, you sre alaps sd-

=vised to inform your own Mesmber of the Burcpean Parlissest (MEP), who can be

cantactad at Eurspenn Parlissect, Plateaw du Eirchberg, Doits pontale 607,
urg-

If yous lise could not concelwvakly kg regardesd as part of a lisk to tha
perts or nirports; it may still be possibls to interest the EBC, sopecially
Af your ares is ome that could qualify for assisted status. Therefors, an well
a8 interesting your Westminntier BP in your cace, you should slsa attempt to
imtersnt your MEF.

T Imdnatr i Thia say alss be & posalble avenue 19 be e=plored 4f ail
eloe failm. It E certainly worth compldering 4f the 1ine s closed ssd HR
then proposs to Fin wmp the track. The imitistive of the rail uniess is "blacke-
=inz" demelition trains delayed the premature ripping up of track betwesn
Cheltenham and Eomeybourne and betwesn Bwavesey and St Ives (Casba) im the
early 19808 although this can bs regarded only as ai best o Pholding operat=
=ionf (pee aloo below, Freight Lime Closuresl

Evan if & lise eventually clogsm, pressure can ablll be Brought on BR to
rotals the track = or one track of a dowble=track routs - by an arrangemert
with the local awthority- Such a helding operatios in cerrently Eaking plnca
with the Bpen Valley Line in West Yorkshire. Unfortunately, howsver, in ita
present financinl state, BER probably counts every mile of decent track as =
valoable apaset whick could be wsed slaswhore .

It ia perbaps just as isportant to retaim the ¥right of way! for poasible
reopeming = & paint to be demlt with, izter alis, im o mew book which WDS has

esEpiled, W to ke published early in 1283. Hore the co=
=gparation of € [ authorities in vital, as oftem they have [irst Pefusal
from HR om dispesal and guite aftes are Ainterested in the forsation for ume
ag o footpath or bridlevay. On the other hand, it is sosetimes their kean-nsas
t0 seq the isplemsntation of mome rond fsprovement schess whieh has softsnsd

thelr oppeaition to ecse rall closurs pEoposals in the pask, vis Levwes - Bok-
=findd 1n Biupssx .




qn % CLOSURES :
we have Sooh, since 1062 thers kas besn 5o forsal procedurs for chiset=

=ing to the cloaure of freight-only lines, though EDS® has always argusd bhat
there should be, and will contiwus to do so. ALl that BR has te do ig to Elva
one E0Rth's motics of any proposed closure in the loeal prass.

a0 bs dome, thess elssures sheal ot

] t¥"s book RATLFA R Ju i ; uns-=
=iul izformation on the issus of rail er road freight. It recounts how losal
authority pressare (prompted by HDE and one of ite local affiliated groups)
Lrought & 2-year stay of exesution to the sectisn of line bebween Byburgh apd
Fakenkan in Werfolk .

Cur %-pags leaflet, STOP THIG HIGHMAY BOBEERT BOW! alas ¢ontalne pomg 1
amusition that can be employed is the argament ever the relative marits of
road amd rafl feadght.

Indeed, clopure of ths Woodhsad freight reute acrons the Pensises batwesn
Shaffield and Mamckeswr inm 1589 broaght wildespread protests, a=! even short-
=1ived isdsstrdal actien (principally sen-collection sf fares and nen-isapect=
-ion of tickmta) by local rail snioms, o mush & that BR evantually agresd ta
glive evidence at an Isdependent Imguiry {organised by the unions) amd clegure
was postponed. MHasy, inoluding BOB, however felt Ehat the inguiry wos unsatis-
=factory mnd its ressles inconcluaive, leaving too masy losse emds] but whilst
the line ds now closed, the track in stidl in situ along the main Weodhead
route = 88 all is not lagkl

Iz certaln eames, it may well be ebat & loecal autksrity would be prepared to
pay fer & line to be kept 4n site, to smauce that railfreipght coakinmed to
eperate through ae ecvircomentally sesnitive ares; msd lzdeed; ko kesp the
optiomn open for the eventual cesoration of & passenger servies, sither by HR
or BY & private co=pany.The action of Essssrest County Council in helpisg
retaln the Plmpbead branch so that the Weat Basssrsst Ralluny Cosprcy eould
operate over Lf, may be of relsvamos here. 8a tog may the action of Amgus
Digirict Coumeil in Bzotland, im piviep finanpial help to enbure ths retsntion
of the Erechin freight bransh.

Th!

CORCLUSTON

in & woluntary erganisation with mo padd officials ar subatantinl fin- |
-ancial backers, It im, howsver, ssck larpar than the two conatitusnt bodiss
whizh merged to form At fome years ago, and sow has & Erowing susher of losal
Fall unern' groups, amd rail reopenieg caspaigns, affiliated Bg it . |

IR will use Lts best emdeaveuss Lo cppose clopures whieh are liksly to
throates the prooperity and quality of 11ifs the comsumitiss aerved -

Eut HDS camnot fight effectively mless, and in ths avent of a mass outbraalk
of eleogeros ocourring (whick seees poenible in view of bhe presant precarioms
otate of BR firamcep and lack of Govermmest mctisn), it will Bs ospacially
impertant for local weers® groups in the areas served Ro Bear tka brupt of tha
tatils. The main purpsss of this bBooklet im therefors to Eive them a guick
Falde to the more isportant issuss to which they should address thomselven.

Fo5 has established an Aeti-Closure Fund, which in sarly Octobar 1582,
aftsr less tham aix sonths in exintesce, had passsd £200, and te which furibes
donatlons are always weleoms. Thase should B sent o our Mational Treasirer,

B & B Macqueen, 20 Culgeith Gardems, Enfisld, Biddlesex, EE: 7FE.

In the event of local linsa or staticns Bwisg threstemsd with closurs, the
relevant users' rroups (sr pessibly imdividuale) will Be able to seek grankts
from the fusl to msedet them with their campalipn Applications should be addresp-
-#d Lo the Gemeral Secretary, Mr. R.J P ‘Townemd, Bt Julians, Ssvencaks, Kset,

The Boclety alac bas & certaln amount of axkibition saterinljssd & wids
range of bocka axd leaflets which say be perchased from the Osnersl Seoretary,
soss of Which are referred to in the text and susmarisgsd on the bask CEYET.

It =48 alss supply speakers for sny local campaigs sestinge which say be org-
-anised, 00 that local greups say lears fres the wealth of sxparissce which
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FDE and its formmr coantitwent bodiss have galmed over a copmdderakls fushbar
af years Detaila of speakers can be cbtained from He, & F.Wilkisngon, %2 Masar
Fark, liiston, Cambridgs, OBk 43T,

Bo that lacal usera” groups cap alss lears from sach other's experisncen,
HDS also erpasises confersmces, on & naticnal asd reglonal basis, feos bims
to timey to which it alse invites speakera from the ralleay commuzity or the
world of polities We sndeavour to woerk construckively with Beitinh Hail man-
-apeennt asd wnfona) with officers and elecied msmbers of local apd mational
povermamnt; with mesbers of any palitical partly or nose .

Huch of the work of RO8 hag been in submitting corsemts 65 plang and pro-
=poanla) caking ssgpections FoFf isprovessnts to rail services) compaigning

for lines and statlons %o be reopensd where there 18 lecal degand; spcouraginmg

fires 1o send Bore fredght by rail; putting the case for larpe-ceale radlvay
electrification and the Channal Tusnel; pesimp the rall sltermative to =ajor
road aml moberway ochamas, where sppropriste; helplag teo publicise rall per=
=wices znd fapilitien) chartering spacial traine to encourape Soré pesple to
Hihisk railll

These actlivitiss will continwe. We do mot want to bave ta Cight rall cloe=
=ures = we would prefer that most of owr time could be spent worklng for
RAIL DEVELOPMENT = but &f elesurss are propoped, and we have to fight, then
fight we will.

JOIN TEE RATLWAY DEVELOPMENT SOCTETY
g:ml-ﬂ H.Rogers, Maskarahilp Sscretary, 64 Cowper id, Londaon,

I/we wich to join ADS end encloss £ & subpcription far 1 year
Klse seclesed s & desaklen af £ [eptiosal)

HAME:

ADDRESS:

Subseriptions: Ordimary £57 Cerporate asd local Autharity £6
Parlsh Council or Velustary Body £5; Student aver 10 £33 Btudont usder

18 E£2 | Member ower 65 L3y Family £5 plus 1 for each mesber of
heagehald

FURTHER READING
TO) Me. B.J. P Towsend, 5t Juliane, Bevensaks, Eant:

Pleasessnd =¢ the Following HDE publieationsc

Can Dus Heplace Train? Lip
Your Looal Tradns in the BOa £Sp Pleass underlise
Bupplement to Your Losal Tradms in the S0a 3fp an reguired
Quide for Bail Usern' droups 65y 511 srdcen laslad
Railfreight or Juggersawt 50p e
Leaflotn: Stop This Highway Pobbery Mow! 20p postapy

Eleotrify Now! 209

Tour Train Services feed Toui 20p

Reopenings Leaflat 20p
HAMES

ADDFESS:

L e ™ —

.



